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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Looking Ahead:
October 2: World Communion Sunday
October 9: Pastor/Clergy Appreciation Sunday
October 10: Columbus Day
observed
*October 30: Reformation
Sunday
October 31: Reformation Day

Howdy,
As you know, we have been planning to move to Virginia it’s right around the corner, now!! We are having an “Au Revoir” at Andulka Park in Riverside on Saturday, October
8th, from 9am - 3pm. Show up when you can, stay as long as
you like and leave when you need... it’ll be good to see you!
We’ll have bagels, cream cheese, and coffee in the morning
and Mexican fare starting at noon. Bottled water will be available all day. Be sure to bring your own chair.
If you could reply or text me that would help us to figure out
how many people for food and drinks.
Hope to visit with you before we leave!!

office: 951.684.3336

Michael and Dona Jenkins
Cell: 276.206.3359

E-mail: info@edenlutheran.org

*Reformation Sunday

Reformation Sunday is Sunday, October 30. Remember to wear red.
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Update from the Call Committee
The Call Committee includes Cathy Carlson, Katie Williams, Kelly Kersten, Suzanne
Silveira, Nicolette Rohr, Lyle Hodgerson, Harvey Clark (alternate), and Pat Sinclair
(ex officio as council president). The interview process has started and we continue to
receive candidate profiles for review. Please continue to pray for the members of the
Call Committee, for the candidates in this process and our next pastor, and for our
congregation in this time of transition.

Taize Worship
Thank you to all who helped with and attended the Taize service on September 12: David
for the beautiful music, Marge Steinbrinck and Linda Collins for singing, Pastor Kent
Tuohino for helping with the readings and program, Dave Grefe for Zoom and tech help,
Ron Sinclair for the sound, James Sansom for lights and locking up.
The next service will be on Monday, October 10 at All Saints Episcopal Church at 7 pm.
All are welcome.
Contact Nicolette Rohr with questions.

Bishop Installation

Bishop David Nagler will be installed as fourth Bishop of the Pacifica Synod on Sunday, October 16 at 4 pm
at St. Paul's Cathedral in San Diego. Many pastors and leaders throughout the synod and ELCA will participate in the service, along with Nicolette Rohr as Synod Vice President. All are welcome to attend the installation and reception to follow. See Previous Page.

Food Pantry

The Hope Lutheran Food Pantry is moving to Trinity. Following the closure of Hope, members of Hope,
Eden, and Trinity met and discussed how to continue this important ministry of Hope Lutheran Church which
helps 50-60 families per week. It seemed that Trinity was the best location. As you know, Eden supported the
move and ministry with a donation of $4,500 to help Trinity with electrical upgraded needed to accommodate
the refrigerators and freezers for the food pantry. With the sale of Hope closing and a moving date of late September, the pantry equipment and supplies will be headed to Trinity and the pantry plans to re-open on
Wednesday, October 5 and operate every other Wednesday. Members of Eden can continue to help. Look for
more information on volunteering for the food pantry or contact the Trinity church office (951-682-1350).

Faith Walk

Riverside Interfaith Council presents another Faith Walk for Peace, Sunday afternoon,
October 16. More details to follow.

The Messenger

Page 2

WE ARE WOVEN TOGETHER
September 2, 2022

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

He was a young man. In his early 20s. He had cancer. His mother and stepfather cared for him to the point
of weariness. The family was unchurched, but a friend was a member of our parish and asked if I could
visit them. That’s how I came to walk with them in the last months.
There were hospitalizations and finally palliative care. The young man endured with stoic courage. His
mother and stepfather never waivered in their care. Friends supported the family by bringing meals and
sometimes just sitting in silence with them. At last, the call I knew was coming came. The young man had
died.
I drove to the farmhouse past the cemetery where he would be buried. When I arrived the stepfather
opened the door and motioned me to the living room. The young man had died in his mother’s arms. He
had stopped shaving some weeks before, so his beard had grown in. Mother cradling the body of her dead
son. It was a modern-day pietà.
In my time with the family, I found out that the stepfather was not baptized. I’ll call him Jim. We had
many talks sitting at the wooden kitchen table—some profound, some less so.
And Jim had questions: not so much why this had happened to his stepson, but where was God? Where
was hope? He knew his wife and son had been baptized. Jim wanted to know what that meant, what difference it made.
I answered that God was with Jim’s stepson in his pain. I explained that baptism was the gift of life that
brought forgiveness, that baptism made us part of the body of Christ, the church, and that baptism made
those who had been strangers from God and each other part of the same family. I told him that baptism
was an unbreakable relationship between God and God’s people because God loves us and doesn’t want
to lose a single one of us, that not even death can separate us from God’s love.
— There is no room to dissolve the bond of baptism.—
Jim asked to be baptized. He came to the realization that, as it has been said, water really is thicker than
blood. Baptism doesn’t guarantee a life without struggle or hardship, but it makes us part of the one who
suffered, died and was buried—and who, through that suffering and death, defeated death. So, at that
wooden kitchen table with a stainless steel mixing bowl filled with water, Jim was baptized into Christ.
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
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dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:3-5).
We have been through a difficult season in our country and our church. I’m not sure if we will ever completely understand the effects of the pandemic’s stress on all of us. The pandemic laid bare racial inequities
and disparities in access to medical care, housing, employment and law enforcement. Civic discourse has
become coarse and mean. Life is seen as a zero-sum game—if your side gets something then mine loses
out.
This is also played out in the church. Of course there is room for debate and disagreement, there is room to
call out one part of the church when it has hurt another. There is even room for justified anger. But there is
no room to dissolve the bond of baptism. It isn’t even possible. In Christ we are individually members one
of another. Sometimes we might feel like we are stuck with each other. This is the great mystery and beauty of the wounded body of Christ—we are woven together. Praise the One who makes us one
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

The Reverend Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
will preach.
Rostered Ministers are invited to arrive to vest in red or rainbow by
3:30 p.m.
and are asked to RSVP by October 1 to office@pacificasynod.org.
All are invited to an onsite reception immediately following the service.
Parking will be limited – carpooling is strongly encouraged.
Children are welcome and invited to enjoy the “Prayground” in the
sanctuary space.
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

Bible Study
and Women's
Fellowship
Deborah
&
Esther
Meetings will
continue
to be held on
Liisa Kane's
patio at 10:00 every
3rd Wednesday
morning of the
month.
Liisa's address is
217 E. Shady Grove
Drive
Phone: 951-686-4821
Next Meeting:
October 19, 2022

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church
Readin’ Eden

Readin' Eden will meet on Sat., Oct. 22 at 10:00
a.m. at Liisa Kane's, 217 E. Shady Grove Dr.
We'll be talking about Roseana Duron's book
choice, "The Henna Artist" by Alka Joshi and
Roseana will be the hostess.

The Henna Artist
By Alka Joshi

"Escaping from an arranged and abusive marriage, seventeen-yearold Lakshmi makes her way alone from her 1950's rural village to
the vibrant pink city of Jaipur. There she becomes the henna artist-and confidante--most in demand to the wealthy women of the upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the wealthy, she can never
reveal her own...
This is a vibrant and compelling story of one woman's struggle to
fulfillment in a society pivoting between the traditional and the
modern. "The Henna Artist opens a door into a world that is at
once lush and fascinating, stark and cruel."
This is the first book of the Jaipur Trilogy.
Hope to see you at Liisa's on Oct. 22!
Carol McAnern -951-686-6443
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B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Remember

!!!



Lock your car in the Parking Lot
Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?
Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at
various restaurants around town. Check
Sunday’s bulletin to see the restaurant
where we will be meeting the next day.

Join us - you’ll be glad you did ! ! !

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.
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Sack Lunch Fillers
Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of
any fruit you may have, as
well as any other food
goody that you would like
to donate.
Call:
Ervin Seidel
780-2397

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the
10th of every month. If this date falls on
a weekend the deadline will be the following Monday. If Monday is a
holiday, it will be the following
Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail
either as an attachment done in Word,
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in
the main body of the e-mail. For those
without a computer, submission can be
made by giving copy to Christina in the
Office or David Grefe: dgrefe@aol.com

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published
every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

Laundry Love Riverside
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is
back up and running! All Saints Episcopal Church has taken the lead on this
important ministry held monthly in a local laundromat. If you would like to volunteer or see this ministry in action, you
can show up at Sparklean Laundry
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm or contact
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for
more information.
¨

Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift
cards to members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you would like some help with ideas or the
application process for action grants. We want to make
use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
¨

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, see James Sansom
after Church on Sunday or please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order. For escrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com.
¨

·

ScCaliTreats

Check out my Instagram for flavors and
pricing @ScCaliTreats
Or email at sccalitreats@yahoo.com
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OUR EDEN FAMILY

OCTOBER A NNIV ER SA R IES
8
Joe ♥ Mary Lou Ludwig
19
Kyle ♥ Jenny McCallum

OCTOBER BIR THDAYS
1
Wilmer Bengtson, Jr.
Schera Harner
7
10
Esther D'Aguiar
Jim Gruender
Daniel Valdespino
11
Phyllis Stapel
12
Michael D'Aguiar
Judy Okamura
13
Samantha Roberts
14
Shannon Valdespino
15
Mitchell Engberg
Rodger Liverman
20
Brenda Allen
21
Sandra Brown
Liisa Kane
Kelly Kertsen
22
Larry Anderson
Kanani Baranowski
26
Carita Dickson
27
Bishop Baranowski
Kari Rohr
28
Jennifer Larsen
31
David McAnern
Ervin Seidel
Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.
Please bring donations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be
assembled in the hygiene packs. A full list of the items needed can be
found in the church office and narthex.
·

Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry
We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunches each week. The
lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trinity on Thursdays, when Trinity is also
hosting Showers of Hope, a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who
need them. Showers of Hope provides the small team needed to
operate and clean the shower truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others
distribute personal hygiene items, and now lunches as well! Donations of fruit and/or other food goodies like candy or cookies are always welcomed.
Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information.

Lutheran Social Services of Southern California presents:

The Color of Hope Gala & Awards
November 11th, 2022 from 5pm - 9pm
This inaugural event will be a regular signature event of LSSSC. Visit https://www.lsssc.org for info
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2022
2023
COUNCIL

NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he October, November, December edition of Christ in Our
Home is now available in the church office and the nar-

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Pat Sinclair
Vice President
Katie Williams
Secretary
TBA
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Kelly Kirsten
Suzanne Silveira
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Schera Harner
Tara Penton
Lynnea Dunaj
Chuck Wilson

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
INTERM PASTOR:

David Berg

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Pat Sinclair

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM

Christina Robert

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 5:30pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Eden Lutheran Church
4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.org
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR OCTORBER 2022
DATE:

October 2

October 9

October 16

October 23

October 30

ASSISTING MINISTER: Luke Williams

James Sansom

Linda Collins

Carole Hodgerson

Marge Steinbrinck

COMMUNION Steve Done
ASSISTANTS: Erin Done
READER: James Sansom

Harvey Clark
Cathy Carlson

Marilyn Anderson
Chuck Wilson

Steve Done
Erin Done

Harvey Clark
Cathy Carlson

Nancy Liverman

Harvey Clark

Chuck Wilson

Suzanne Page

HEAD USHER:
ALTAR GUILD:

Erin Done, Patty Grefe

GREETERS:
ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:

Boyum

Silvera

Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
25

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

9

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

23

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

30

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

26

27

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

31

1

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

MESSENGER DEADLINE
9:30am Finance
11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon

Wednesday

Thursday

28

29

5

6

6:30pm Worship & Music

9:00am MINISTRY MINUTES DUE

12

13

6:00pm ELS School Board

19

20

26

27

2

3

10:00am DEBORAH\ESTHER Circles
6:30pm Council

6:30pm Worship & Music

9:00am MINISTRY MINUTES DUE

Friday

Saturday

30

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

10:00am Men's Fellowship

10:00am Men's Fellowship

10:00am Men's Fellowship

10:00am Men's Fellowship

10:00am Men's Fellowship

4

5

10:00am Men's Fellowship

SEPTEMBER 2022

9:00am ELCW: Bazaar

NOVEMBER 2022
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8
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7

8

9
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12
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15

16

17

13
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15

16
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18
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25

26

25
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30

1

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.

EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 2022

16

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Tuesday

Eden Lutheran Church

2

Eatin' with Eden
10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Monday

