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Looking Ahead: 
 
September 5: Labor Day 
September 11: Patriot Day 
September 11: National 
Grandparents Day 

September 22: First day of 
Autumn 

Signup for email updates! 
 
Sign-up now to receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announce-
ments, news, and worship information: 
 
h t t ps ://eden lu t h er an .o r g/s ign u p - f o r -em a i l -u pda t es/ 

 
Dear Pat (Eden Council President), 
 
On behalf of all of us that have worked so hard for the Hope Food 
Pantry, I wanted to thank you and the members of Eden Lutheran 
Church.   Your contribution to the electrical wiring for Trinity will 
enable Trinity to prepare for hosting the food pantry. We are so 
grateful.   
 
The Food Pantry and feeding programs in general are a significant 
mission and very dear to the hearts of the Hope members.  While 
we had a small group of volunteers who worked there, everyone in 
the congregation made donations.  Carol Haffter and Larry Dodson 
have spearheaded our feeding programs for over 30 years. During 
the COVID pandemic, we were able to secure funds from River-
side City (COVID relief federal funds) which enabled us to buy 
more storage equipment and carts. As a program, it has continued 
to grow. despite the loss of our stalwart volunteer Fred Palestis 
(COVID, before vaccines were available), and the loss of his part-
ner in the Food Pantry and in life, Shelly, 18 months later.  Now, 
our dear Larry Dodson continues in improving health thanks to a 
long awaited kidney transplant. 
 
Contacts in the Riverside Community have filled in with much 
needed physical help: Peggy and Steve Taken from Victoria Pres-
byterian Church; the Taken adult children and their own children; 
volunteers from Dairy Farmers of America (another Taken daugh-
ter connection), and now Trinity church members.  It truly feels 
like the Lord is providing what we need to keep going; our favorite 
call out while working is 'loaves and fishes'. 
 
Thank you for being part of this important work.  Eden and Trinity 
are easing the pain of the Hope Church closure by allowing this 
mission to continue; I can't emphasize enough how poignant this 
message is for us all. 
 
Blessings, 
Kathy Bocian,  
former secretary for Hope Lutheran Church Council  

office:  951.684.3336 
E-mail:  info@edenlutheran.org 
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David Berg, Interim Pastor 
 

David H. Berg is an ordained Lutheran min-
ister and chaplain at St. Bernardine Hospital. A 
certified chaplain with the Association of Pro-
fessional Chaplains, he has worked in spiritual 
care for almost thirty years with hospitals and 
hospice. He received his Master’s of Divinity 
from Lutheran Southern Seminary in Columbia, 
South Carolina and lead churches in Westmin-
ster (CA) and central North Dakota before be-
coming a chaplain. 

David grew up in Huntington Beach. He 
loves to ride his bicycle, enjoys the outdoors 
and being in the garden.  He and his wife, Con-
stance, have two children, Kjrstin and Andrew.   

Pastor David is honored to serve at Eden Lu-
theran Church and appreciates the warm welcome he and Constance have 
received.  

Christina Robert, Office Administrator  

Hello, my name is Christina Robert. I was born and raised in 
Riverside, graduating from Poly High School and a have a 
college degree in Business Administration.  My husband of 
21 years and I have two boys, 9 and 11 years old. Outside 
activities include Little League (coach and board member) 
and Photography. 
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Churchwide Assembly 
 
Dear Members of Eden, Siblings in Christ, 
 
The Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) met in Colum-
bus, Ohio August 8-12.  It was my honor to attend as Synod Vice President, along with Bishop 
Dave Nagler and six voting members from Pacifica Synod (including our very own bookkeeper 
Melanie Hendrickson and her daughter Freya!).  There were also around one thousand Luther-
ans from around the country (masked and testing regularly).   
 
My favorite part of the experience was worship and music.  Worship was held daily and varied 

in format and style, but all of the music 
and words were powerful, beautiful, 
and meaningful.  Bishop Dave, who just 
started his term August 1, and I pro-
cessed along with all of the bishops 
and vice presidents for opening wor-
ship on Monday.  The Wednesday wor-
ship centered indigenous voices and 
leaders and was one of the best wor-
ship experiences of my life – it includ-
ed a Dakota drum circle, burning of 
sage, and a very powerful liturgy.  I 
recommend watching the worship vid-
eos on YouTube (https://
www.youtube.com/c/elca).  The plena-
ry and business sessions also included 

regular singing and prayer.  I learned wonderful songs from the recent All Creation Sings. 
 
The Assembly gathered knowing there was important and difficult work to be done, particularly 
following recent events in the Sierra Pacific Synod.  Many synods brought memorials and resolu-
tions for consideration by the Assembly, the highest legislative body of the church.  Here are 
some of the actions taken by the Assembly: 
 

Passed a memorial to explore a renewed church and restructuring of the governance of the 
ELCA. 

Passed a memorial committing the ELCA to explore creative programs for reparations and to 
learn about, from, and be in deepening relationship with indigenous people and tribal 
nations.  

Received a report of the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery Task Force and an address 
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 by Fawn Sharp, President of the National Congress of American Indians. 
In a non-legislative session, made a public apology to Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria Peregrina 

in Stockton, CA and a public commitment to be an anti-racist church.  
Passed a memorial directing the ELCA Church Council to engage an external auditor to con-

duct a comprehensive audit for diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility of the gov-
erning documents of the ELCA. 

Passed a memorial reaffirming the church’s commitment to care for creation and directing 
the ELCA Churchwide Organization to set the goal of reducing its net greenhouse gas pol-
lution 50% by 2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. 

Passed a memorial encouraging support and prayer as well as pastoral counseling for all 
people affected by the overturn of Roe v. Wade. 

Welcomed and received updates from ecumenical and interreligious partners – this was very 
powerful! 

Elected Imran Siddiqui Vice President of the ELCA, following the death of Vice President Bill 
Horne in 2021.  Imran will serve a six year term and is the first Asian American to serve 
in this role.  He was born Muslim and has a powerful faith story to share. 

 
And there was more!  I’m happy to talk to you about any of this.  Of course, many of the memori-
als are words and hopes, and now it’s up to all of us in the ELCA to move them forward in our 
communities, congregations, and lives.   
 
One reflection and ongoing conversation regarded the challenge to balance the work of the 
church and the need to keep order and accountability as an organization and not lose sight of 
our faith and deep love as followers of Jesus and the radical work he calls us all to do.  We expe-
rience this in congregations and as councils too.  We don’t want to lose sight of Jesus in minutes 
and agendas and Robert’s Rules of Order, even though there is a time and place for these things.  
The call for a reconstituting committee may help address this by reconsidering the organization 
and governance of the ELCA.  
 
The Assembly is held every three years and the clos-
ing session included the announcement that the 2025 
Assembly will be held in Phoenix.  It’s going to be hot 
(a dry heat!), but it’s exciting for the Assembly to 
come west and be held in our region (Region 2 of the 
ELCA).  Let’s hope the pandemic has ended by then, 
and I encourage you all to consider attending as vot-
ing members, volunteers, or visitors.  It’s worth it for 
the worship alone! 
 
In peace and with gratitude, 
 
Nicolette Rohr 
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Remember  
! ! ! 

� 
Lock your car in the Park-

ing Lot 
 

Park near a light at night   

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you have any prayer requests, 
please call  

Ann Marie Sansom at: 
351.8139 

Call Ann Marie if you  would   
like to volunteer for the  

Prayer Chain. 

Attention ! ! !  Quilt Lovers 
 

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the 
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top 
squares.   They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any col-
or. 

Bring either of these items to the church any day:   

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

 

 

Please bring canned or non-
perishable food for distribution to 

those less fortunate. 

Please Remember  
Our  

“FOOD            
 INGATHERING” 

 
 

PROPERTY  
MINISTRY 

 

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you 
can give to keeping our property beautiful and 

well maintained to the Glory of God. 
If you see or know of items that you feel you 
can not correct yourself, you may contact 

 Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair. 

B u l l e t i n  B o a r d ë
 ë 

Ladies ! !  

Guess whose face is missing 
from this picture?   

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the 
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !   

We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at 
various restaurants around town.  Check 
Sunday’s  bulletin to see the restaurant 
where we will be meeting the next day. 

Join us - you’ll be glad you did ! ! ! 

 
 
 
 
 

Fridays at 10:00 
 

For Details Contact: 
 

 James Sansom 951.351.8139 
Or  

Dave McAnern  951.686.6443 

Messenger Deadline 
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the 
10th of every month.  If this date falls on 
a weekend the deadline will be the fol-
lowing Monday.  If Monday is a 
holiday, it will be the following 
Tuesday!   

Submit to David Grefe via e-mail 
either as an attachment done in Word, 
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in 
the main body of the e-mail.  For those 
without a computer, submission can be 
made by giving copy to Christina in the 
Office or David Grefe: dgrefe@aol.com  

Sack Lunch Fillers 
Eden’s Homeless Lunch       

Program can make use of 
any  fruit you may have, as 

well as any other food 
goody that you would like 

to donate. 
Call:   

Ervin Seidel  
780-2397  

“YOUR AD HERE” 
Let me know if you have infor-

mation you’d like published 
every month in this space. 

Note my contact info above 
or call me at: 
951-328-9267 
David Grefe, Editor 

September 2022   Page 5 

  

   
 
 
    
                                                                                                          

Remember  
! ! ! 

� 
Lock your car in the Park-

ing Lot 
 

Park near a light at night   

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you have any prayer requests, 
please call  

Ann Marie Sansom at: 
351.8139 

Call Ann Marie if you  would   
like to volunteer for the  

Prayer Chain. 

Attention ! ! !  Quilt Lovers 
 

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the 
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top 
squares.   They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any col-
or. 

Bring either of these items to the church any day:   

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

 

 

B u l l e t i n  B o a r d ë ë 

Messenger Deadline 
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the 
10th of every month.  If this date falls on 
a weekend the deadline will be the fol-
lowing Monday.  If Monday is a 
holiday, it will be the following 
Tuesday!   

Submit to David Grefe via e-mail 
either as an attachment done in Word, 
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in 
the main body of the e-mail.  For those 
without a computer, submission can be 
made by giving copy to Christina in the 
Office or David Grefe: dgrefe@aol.com  

Sack Lunch Fillers 
Eden’s Homeless Lunch       

Program can make use of 
any  fruit you may have, as 

well as any other food 
goody that you would like 

to donate. 
Call:   

Ervin Seidel  
780-2397  

“YOUR AD HERE” 
Let me know if you have infor-

mation you’d like published 
every month in this space. 

Note my contact info above 
or call me at: 
951-328-9267 
David Grefe, Editor 

¨ Laundry Love Riverside  
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is 
back up and running!  All Saints Episco-
pal Church has taken the lead on this 
important ministry held monthly in a lo-
cal laundromat.  If you would like to vol-
unteer or see this ministry in action, you 
can show up at Sparklean Laundry 
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednes-
day of the month at 6 pm or contact 
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 

¨ Thrivent Action Grants 

If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for 
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars.  Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift 
cards to members annually to be used on service pro-
jects such as donation drives, community projects, fund-
raisers, and educational events.  Please let Jay or Ni-
colette know if you would like some help with ideas or the 
application process for action grants.  We want to make 
use of this opportunity in funding our service activi-
ties.  Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate 
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent 
Choice.  Learn more at www.thrivent.com. 

 

¨ Buy Scrip! 

Please help support Eden while you make regular pur-
chases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buy-
ing scrip.  For physical card sales, see James Sansom 
after Church on Sunday or please call the office or 
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order.  For e-
scrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. 

 

· ScCaliTreats 
 
Check out my Instagram for flavors and 
pricing @ScCaliTreats 
Or email at sccalitreats@yahoo.com 
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the ELCW: 
a Community for All the Women of 

Eden Lutheran Church Eden Lutheran Church Women 
Handiwork  

 
Readin’ Eden 

 
Readin' Eden's  Sept. meeting will be on Sat. 
Sept. 24 at 10:00 a.m. at Liisa Kane's house.  
We will be talking about Carol McAnern's book 
choice.  I have chosen a new book by one of my 

favorite authors, Anne Tyler, "French Braid."  I will be the hostess. 
 

French Braid 
By Anne Tyler 

 
"The Garretts take their first and last family vacation in the sum-
mer of 1959.  They hardly ever venture beyond Baltimore, bur in 
some ways they have never been farther apart.  Mercy has trouble 
resisting the siren call of her aspirations to be a painter, which 
means less time keeping house for her husband, Robin.  Their teen-
age daughters, steady Alice and boy-crazy Lily, could not have less 
in common.  Their youngest, David, is already intent on escaping 
his family's orbit, for reasons none of them understands.  Yet, as 
these lives advance across decades, the Garretts' influences on one 
another ripple ineffably but unmistakably through each generation. 
 
Full of heartbreak and hilarity, "French Braid" is classic Anne Ty-
ler: a stirring, uncannily insightful novel of tremendous warmth 
that illuminates the kindnesses and cruelties of our daily lives, the 
impossibility of breaking free from those who love us, and how 
close--yet how unknowable--every family is to itself." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join us on Sept. 24.  All are welcome! 
Carol McAnern    951 686-6443 

Bible Study 
and Women's 
Fellowship 

 
Deborah  

& 
Esther 

 

Meetings will continue  

to be held on  

Liisa Kane's  

patio at 10:00 every 3rd 
Wednesday  

morning of the month. 

 

Liisa's address is 217 E. 
Shady Grove Drive 

Phone: 951-686-4821  

 

Next  Meeting: 

  September 21, 2022 
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Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.   
Our goal is to include everyone!  Thank you! 

 SEP TEMBER  BIR THDAYS 
5 Dick Boyum 
11 Michael Clark 
12 Curtis Michael Clark 
  Jaime Womer 

13 Janice Gesner 
14 Joseph Baranowski 

 Callen Lowrey 
17 Cecilia Samaniego 

 Thomas Smith 
18 Jack Smith 
22 Joe Ludwig 
25 Bruce Powell 

 Sarah O'Neil 
29 Christopher Swieca 
30 James Sansom 

SEP TEMBER  A NNIV ER SA R IES 
2 Gene ♥ Norma Maas 
15 David ♥ Patricia Grefe 
18 Darryll ♥ Patti Norte 
26 Richard ♥ Brenda Allen 
30 Larry ♥ Charlene Johnson 

OUR EDEN FAMILY 
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES  
 
· Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.  
Please bring donations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be 
assembled in the hygiene packs.  A full list of the items needed can be 
found in the church office and narthex. 
 
 
 

Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry  
We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunches each week. The 
lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trinity on Thursdays, when Trinity is also 
hosting Showers of Hope, a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who 

need them.  Showers of Hope provides the small team needed to 
operate and clean the shower truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others 
distribute personal hygiene items, and now lunches as well!  Dona-
tions of fruit and/or other food goodies like candy or cookies are al-
ways welcomed.    
Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information. 

Taizé Services  
Please join in a Taizé style worship service on Monday, September 12 at 7 pm in the 
sanctuary.  To participate via Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86276582949   or use Meeting ID: 86276582949 
Taizé is a contemplative style of worship featuring beautiful music, readings, and si-
lence.  It originates with the Taizé community in France. 

Five churches in Riverside take turns hosting a Taizé service on the 2nd Monday of 
the month at 7 pm. We are glad to be part of this partnership with our neighbors.   

All are welcome to join in this quiet, contemplative hour and join in prayer, singing, 
and meditation.  Please join in this sacred time at Eden.  Contact Nicolette Rohr with 
any questions. 
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EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
Monday through Friday X 6:30am to 5:30pm X  18 Months through Pre-K 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM 
  ···············································································  

  ··········································································  

COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM 
 

EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
INTERM PASTOR: David Berg 

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: Darlene Keaneman 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION: Pat Sinclair 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER: Christina Robert 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST:  David Christensen 

EDITOR: David Grefe 

2022      2023 
COUNCIL  

President 

Pat Sinclair 

Vice President  

Katie Williams 

Secretary  

TBA 

Treasurer  

Lyle Hodgerson 

Members At Large: 

Kelly Kirsten 

Suzanne Silveira 

James Sansom 

Denell Scarborough  

Schera Harner 

Tara Penton 

Lynnea Dunaj 

Chuck Wilson 

Please visit our websites for news and notes: 
 
                   https://edenlutheran.org 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/ 

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool 
to use in preparation for Sunday wor-
ship.  The meditations for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each 
week are based on the Old Testament, 
Psalm, and New Testament readings, 
respectively, that  are presented 
dur ing worship that Sunday at wor-
ship.  The Sunday meditation is based 
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.  

And the Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday meditations come from the  
Daily Lectionary readings as a follow-
up to the previous Sunday’s selec-
tions.  
 
This devotional is a gift to each mem-
ber, so please avail yourself of this 
special opportunity.                                             

T he July, August, September edition of Christ in Our Home is 

now available in the church office and the narthex.  

NEW DEVOTIONALS 
AVAILABLE 



Address Service Requested 

4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

OFFICE HOURS:   
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Monday - Friday 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
edenlutheran.org 

OFFICE PHONE:   
(951) 684.3336 

OFFICE FAX:   
(951) 684.8208 

E-MAIL:   
info@edenlutheran.org  

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:   
(951) 683-7001 

Eden Lutheran Church 
& School 

Pacifica Synod 

Eden Lutheran Church 
4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

God’s work. Our hands. 



DATE: September 4 September 11 September 18  September 25 

ASSISTING MINISTER: James Sansom Linda Collins Carole Hodgerson Marge Steinbrink 

COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS: 

Cathy Carlson 
Schera Harner 

Steve Done 
Erin Done 

Dick Anderson 
Marilyn Anderson 

Harvey Clark 
Schera Harner 

READER:  Nicolette Rohr Chuck Wilson Cathy Carlson 

HEAD USHER:     

ALTAR GUILD: Nancy Liverman, Sandra Boyum 

GREETERS:     

ALTAR FLOWERS:     

COFFEE HOUR:     

 
Please Note any vacant  Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in 

the Narthex.  The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.   
Many hands make light work.  Thank you. 

Eden Lutheran Church 
OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
28 

10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
29 

11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon 
30 31 1 2 

10:00am Men's Fellowship 
3 

4 
Eatin' with Eden 
10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

5 
Church Office & ELS: Closed 
11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon 

6 7 
9:00am MINISTRY MINUTES DUE 

8 
6:00pm ELS School Board 

9 
10:00am Men's Fellowship 

10 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 

11 
10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

12 
9:30am Finance 
11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon 

13 14 15 16 
10:00am Men's Fellowship 

17 

18 
10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

19 
11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon 

20 21 
10:00am DEBORAH\ESTHER Circles 
6:30pm Council 

22 23 
10:00am Men's Fellowship 

24 

25 
10:00am SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

26 
11:00am Women's Fellowship Luncheon 

27 28 
6:30pm Worship & Music 

29 30 
10:00am Men's Fellowship 

1 

OCTOBER 2022 

S M T W T F S 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

AUGUST 2022 

S M T W T F S 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 1 2 3 


