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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Pentecost Sunday
Sunday, June 5
Remember to wear red!
as we remember the Holy
Spirit within our midst.

Choir Concert
The UCR Chamber Singers
and UCR Chorale will present
their spring concert at Trinity
Lutheran Church on Tuesday,
May 31, at 8:00 pm.
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Corinthians 15:57-58: ‘But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immoveable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in
the Lord your labor is not in vain.’
I find these words encouraging as Eden
and I both move forward.
This is my final Messenger article. In my
time here at Eden I surmise that I have
written more than 100 Messenger articles.
(With a couple of years off during Covid.)
Each of these articles, for me at least, have
been a sign of the times. Perhaps it was
something that was going on at church, in
our walk with God, in the news, or an event
which randomly spoke to my heart.
Nonetheless this article, for me, is the summation of all the others. As well as remembering what we hold dear about who God
is and what God does for us collectively
both in our congregational life as well as in
our personal lives.
First and foremost: we give thanks to God
in all things. Everything we have and are
is because of God’s grace, love, and mercy. Through Jesus Christ we are richly
blessed. Our sins are forgiven, we are
loved beyond measure, plus we have victory over the grave and beyond into life eternal.
We are called to be steadfast, immoveable,
and to do our best because with God and
Jesus Christ our labors are not in vain.
That being said, I am so encouraged by
Eden’s future. The hard work that has recently been done by the Transition Team
over the past few months as well as the
work which I am confident that will be done
by the Call Committee, in conjunction with
the Holy Spirit, I know will garner this
church the right candidate for your next
pastor. I feel assured of that.
The new council members which will be
serving on the 2022-2023 church council
are a very qualified group of people. They
are a mixture of council experience as well
as a mixture of age and church tenure.
That, I believe, will spark some new ideas,
creativity, and enthusiasm.
This church is in very capable hands. The
leadership is strong. I know that in the
Lord our labors at Eden are not, have not
been, and will not be in vain.
I would like to ‘thank you’ all for your care
and support over these past 11½ years.

You took a chance on me all those years
ago. I feel that we forged a good partnership based on the love of God and a love
for this church. In addition, I believe we
have a strong mutual respect for one other.
We have successfully navigated through
many things during this time—not least of
which was a pandemic which, like many
other churches, did what it could to pull us
apart and shake our foundation. Thanks
be to God that did not happen. Our weekly
church attendance numbers are steadily
increasing. As a matter of fact, many of
our members are returning to in person
worship, we have more visitors than ever,
we have welcomed some new members,
and we have a faithful zoom following.
There is also a laundry list of improvements which have been made to our facility
over the years in part because of the benevolence of one Helen Crum. Our preschool is thriving, all the time remembering
a time when we were in peril of closing it
due to lack of students, we now have a
waiting list. This is in large part due to
God’s abundance once again in addition to
the hard work of our wonderfully devoted
director and staff.
We have of course had our ups and
downs. We do not want to put our heads
in the sand; although, all in all, my confidence lies in the fact that we have made it
through due to God’s goodness and perfect timing. How else could we look forward to celebrating 135 years of being
Eden Lutheran Church next year? How
many churches can claim that fact these
days?
We are strong. We are steadfast. We are
immoveable. We are excelling in the
Lord’s work. We know that we do not labor
in vain. Thanks be to God the blessings
will keep on coming.
I wish you God’s peace and blessing always,
Pastor Linda
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2022 Summer Camp Schedule
Lutheran Retreats, Camps and Conference (LRCC) has announced their summer camp schedule and plans for campers of all ages to explore the ways God is building us and
our communities. Visit https://lrcchome.com/2022summer-camp for more information or to register.
In addition to these programs, Trinity Lutheran will host LRCC Day Camp July 11-15.
More details to follow.
Letter regarding Eden’s donation(s) to LRCC:
Dear Church Council:
I recently read a story that reminded me of the people who so quietly and faithfully support our Lutheran Bible camps; people like you. Here’s the story. It’s from the author Saul Bellow who wrote
about a rabbi who lived in a small Jewish town in Russia.
The rabbi had a secret. Every Friday morning the rabbi disappeared for several hours. The people
of his congregation liked to tell others that during his absence from them their rabbi went up to
heaven and talked to God.
When a stranger moved into town and heard this explanation for the rabbi’s weekly departure, he
was not convinced. The next Friday morning, the stranger hid by the rabbi’s house, waiting and
watching. As usual, the rabbi got up and said his prayers. But unlike other mornings of the week,
he then dressed in peasant clothes. He grabbed an ax and wandered off into the woods to cut
some firewood. With the man watching from afar, the rabbi then hauled the wood to a shack on
the outskirts of the village where an old woman and her sick son lived. He left them the wood,
enough for a week, and then went quietly back home.
After seeing what the rabbi did, the stranger decided to stay in the village and join the congregation. From then on, whenever he heard one of the villagers say, “On Friday morning our rabbi
ascends all the way to heaven,” the newcomer quietly added, “If not higher.”
Isn’t that a lovely story? It takes a great number of giving hearts to sustain any ministry… and in our
case, we rarely feel like we have adequately communicated our appreciation. If the rabbi in this story
is an inspiration to you, please know that YOU are an inspiration to us. And the fact that you give
without expecting fanfare or fame makes it all the more special to us.
On behalf of our entire camp team who are all lifted higher by the generosity of our donors, Thank
You!
Pastor Glen and Lauri Egertson
Executive Directors

www.lrcchome.com

www.facebook.com/LRCCSoCal/
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COUNCIL

Updates from the Church
Council
·

HIGHLIGHTS

Transition Team

The Transition Team has completed its work and we are moving on to the work of the Call
Committee. Thanks to the members of the Transition Team for their months of work preparing
the Ministry Site Profile:
Shannon Barkley
Harvey Clark
Dave Grefe
Lyle Hodgerson
Nicolette Rohr
Martin Silveira
Katie Williams
Chuck Wilson
And thanks to Ron Sinclair for tech support for our plenary meeting with Pastor Terry Tuvey
Allen on April 30!

·

Call Committee

Please pray for the members of the Call Committee as they begin their work, using the Ministry Site Profile to call Eden's next pastor:
Cathy Carlson
Lyle Hodgerson
Kelly Kersten
Nicolette Rohr
Suzanne Silveira
Katie Williams
Harvey Clark (alternate)
Pat Sinclair (ex officio)
Please continue to pray for Eden in this time of transition and discernment.
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OUR EDEN FAMILY

J UNE A NNIV ER SA R IES
1

1
2
3
4
6

Bob ♥ Lori Frey
Bobby ♥ Jacque Clark

6

J UNE BIR THDAYS

Michael ♥ Carrie Stadtmueller

7

William & Jessie Angle
22

Stephen ♥ Arlea Anderson

24

Rodger ♥ Nancy Liverman
Shawn ♥ Jennifer Seidel

8
14
17
19
20
21

22

Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is
incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!

26
28
29

Tanya Dawn Mirabel
Shannon Barkley
Daniel Kelly
Cathy Carlson
Steven Done
Bob Neil
Dyland Pulver
David Grefe
Sarah Cooney
Darrell Springer
Marge Steinbrinck
Marilyn Anderson
Phinney Valdespino
Spencer Dickson
Suzanne Page
Andrew Wallin
Ashley (Neil) Thibodeaux
James Valdespino
Allison Dickson
Steven Maas
Megan McCaulley
Erin Done
Mary Lou Ludwig
Olliver Silveira
Amanda McCaulley
Kathleen Wallin

Welcome New Members!
Bryan and Lynnea Duanj were married at Eden in 1976. Lynnea's family also attended Eden when she was growing up. Bryan was born in Illinois but raised in Riverside. Bryan and Lynnea have three children who were all baptized at Eden. They
are both retired executives and live in Moreno Valley.
Charlotte Laiva was born in Oklahoma and baptized Southern Baptist. Her husband
was the pastor of Grace Lutheran in Glen Avon. He died in 1982. Charlotte is a retired social worker.
Kristee Laiva was born in La Mesa and now lives in Riverside. She is a licensed clinical social worker who works at International Christian Adoptions.
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Director’s Report
May 12, 2022

IN HIS HANDS
EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Darlene Keaneman, Director
951.683.7001

School Update

-We only had seven preschool singers at the Palm Sunday service, but they did great.
Emma Williams was our visiting singer. I think the sing along went well too. We did
have a family return for the Easter service.
-We had an extremely large turn out for our Grandparent’s Day / Easter Egg Hunt and
picnic. Everyone said they really enjoyed themselves and would like the Grandparent/
Easter Combo to be the new twist to our old tradition.
Loving Christian Care . . .
-May 2-6 was Teacher Appreciation Week. We really loved our Back Street Sandwiches with all the trimmings. Thank you, the Sinclair’s, and the School Board.
-The Trike-a-thon was May 6th. Pat had been ill all week and could not participate, so
Sarah was asked to step-up, and she came through. Pastor Linda did 2 laps on a tricycle and Sarah
did one on a scooter.
-The teachers and I would like to request two 50-inch (or so) Smart TVs for the Froggie and Birdie’s
classrooms. It will be approx. $600.00 per unit. Right now, the teachers must use their phones to
get the apps and channels they need. We requested this years ago and it was approved, but it’s been
a while.
-We are already having families touring for the Fall.
- I was contacted by California Rural Water Association. We are approved for assistance with lead
testing and compliance repairs. I will make an appointment for them to come by and get started.
Right now we are playing phone tag and they’re it.

Upcoming Events

-Pre-K Graduation is June 3, 2022, at 10 am.
- I will be in and out of town during the week of May 23-27. I will work when needed and mess
around in Indio when not needed. I have a Zoom meeting with Licensing on the 24th and will do it
from the resort.

On Feb. 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching land, sea and air attacks.
Airports are now shut, and few railway lines are operational. Civilians fleeing
the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts and such neighboring countries as Poland, Moldova, Slovakia, Romania and Hungary. Hundreds
of thousands of people are seeking refuge in neighboring countries. There are major humanitarian concerns
for both internally displaced people and refugees. Many of these Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter,
basic necessities and pastoral care. Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine,
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World Federation and Church
World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners provide refugees with immediate
support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits.
Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be used entirely (100%)
to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region.
Give online at ELCA.org/disaster or make your check out to Lutheran Disaster Response
and send to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Box
1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 and write “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” on your
check’s memo line.
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B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Remember

!!!



Lock your car in the Parking Lot
Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?
Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at
various restaurants around town. Check
Sunday’s bulletin to see the restaurant
where we will be meeting the next day.

Join us - you’ll be glad you did ! ! !

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.
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Sack Lunch Fillers
Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of
any fruit you may have, as
well as any other food
goody that you would like
to donate.
Call:
Ervin Seidel
780-2397

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the
10th of every month. If this date falls on
a weekend the deadline will be the following Monday. If Monday is a
holiday, it will be the following
Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail
either as an attachment done in Word,
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in
the main body of the e-mail. For those
without a computer, submission can be
made by giving copy to Sarah in the Office or David.

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published
every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

Laundry Love Riverside
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is
back up and running! All Saints Episcopal Church has taken the lead on this
important ministry held monthly in a local laundromat. If you would like to volunteer or see this ministry in action, you
can show up at Sparklean Laundry
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm or contact
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for
more information.
¨

Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift
cards to members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you would like some help with ideas or the
application process for action grants. We want to make
use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
¨

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, see James Sansom
after Church on Sunday or please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order. For escrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com.
¨

·

ScCaliTreats

Check out my Instagram for flavors and
pricing @ScCaliTreats
Or email at sccalitreats@yahoo.com

The Messenger
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Foster Youth Graduation Event
The annual Riverside County foster care graduation event will be held
on Tuesday, June 14, at Harvest Christian Fellowship. This event is intended to help foster youth celebrate this major milestone in their lives
and give them some support for their next steps. More than 120 foster
youth are expected to graduate this year and the Riverside County Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) and local churches working
together as Faith in Motion would like to congratulate them with a gift
basket and gift cards.
Trinity Lutheran Church is collecting donations of gift baskets and gift cards for this event.
If you would like to contribute, please donate one or more of the following items:
¨

school supplies (notebooks, pens, pencils, stapler, calculator, ruler, hole puncher, backpack, printer paper, etc.)

¨

dorm supplies (extra-long twin sheets, comforter, pillowcase, hamper, desk lamp, shower
supply caddy, plastic storage bins, towels, washcloths, laundry detergent, hangers, etc.)

¨

reusable water bottles

¨

snacks, movie candy

¨

gift cards for books - Amazon, Barnes and Noble

¨

gift cards for fast food - Subway, Del Taco, McDonald’s, Cold Stone, Panera, Starbucks,
Jack in the Box, etc.

¨

gift cards for groceries - Vons, Stater Brothers, Ralphs, Albertsons, etc.

If you would like to contribute a gift card, please do so by purchasing scrip from Eden!
All donations are needed by Tuesday, May 29, 2022. You can leave donations in the church
office or contact Nicolette Rohr for pickup/delivery.
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

Bible Study
and Women's
Fellowship
Deborah
&
Esther
Meetings will continue to
be held on Liisa Kane's
patio at 10:00 every 3rd
Wednesday
morning of the month.
Liisa's address is 217 E.
Shady Grove Drive
Phone: 951-686-4821
Next Meeting:
May 15, 2022

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church
Readin’ Eden

Readin' Eden will meet at 10:00 am. on Sat. June 25 on
Liisa's patio. We will be talking about Liisa's book
choice Katie Winters " The Sunrise Cove Inn" and Liisa
will be the hostess.

The Sunrise Cove Inn
By Katie Winters

Susan Sheridan knows Martha's Vineyard like the back of her
hand. She grew up there as the eldest of three Sheridan sisters ,
their father the long time owner of the Sunrise Cove Inn in Oak
Bluffs. The Inn, the water, the sun all spun with laughter, and love,
with the most important people--her family and friends. It was glittering, perfect life--until it wasn't.
Tragedy struck over twenty years ago, and Susan has hardly said a
word to her sisters or her father or anyone else she ever loved.
NOT UNTIL NOW."

All readers are welcome!
Carol McAnern, our Readin’ Eden Organizer, fell and broke her hip recently. Surgery to put a pin in went well and she is recuperating. Please
keep her in your prayers for a speedy recovery!
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*Everyone should bring their own tail-gating chair or other chair as well as a blanket or sweatshirt as it
sometimes does get a bit chilly outside after the sun goes down. People can also bring their own food to eat
if they wish.
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.
Please bring donations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be
assembled in the hygiene packs. A full list of the items needed can be
found in the church office and narthex.
·

Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry
We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunches each week. The
lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trinity on Thursdays, when Trinity is also
hosting Showers of Hope, a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who
need them. Showers of Hope provides the small team needed to
operate and clean the shower truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others
distribute personal hygiene items, and now lunches as well! Donations of fruit and/or other food goodies like candy or cookies are always welcomed.
Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information.
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NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he April, May, June edition of Christ in Our Home is now
available in the church office and the narthex.

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Pat Sinclair
Vice President
Katie Williams
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Chuck Wilson
Erv Seidel
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Pat Sinclair

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM

Sarah Cooney

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 5:30pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Eden Lutheran Church
4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.org
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR JUNE 2022
DATE:

June 5

ASSISTING MINISTER: Marilyn Anderson

June 12

June 19

June 26

Dick Anderson

Carole Hodgerson

Marge Steinbrink

COMMUNION Cathy Carlson
ASSISTANTS: Schera Harner

Steve Done
Erin Done

Dick Anderson
Marilyn Anderson

James Sansom
Denell Scarborough

READER: Nicollette Rohr
HEAD USHER:

Pam Smith

Suzanne Page

Cathy Carlson

ALTAR GUILD:
GREETERS:

Erin Done, Patty Grefe

ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:
Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
29

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

30

31

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

Church Office & ELS: Closed
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

5

Eatin' with Eden
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

12

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

9:30 AM Finance
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

19

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

26

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE

8

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

1

2

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

9

16

22

23

29

30

6:30 PM Worship & Music

Saturday

6:00 PM ELS School Board MESSENGER DEADLINE
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

15

10:00 AM DEBORAH\ESTHER Circles
6:30 PM Council

Friday

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

Eden Lutheran Church

Tuesday

EVENTS FOR JUNE 2022

Monday

JULY 2022

MAY 2022
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.
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