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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Bible Study
Mondays @ 7:00 pm via Zoom.
See Bible Study email for Zoom information.

Want to know about Hygiene Packs? Hygiene packs
are an ongoing ministry at Eden. The ministry Is funded by
money from recycling, Thrivent Action Grants,
and Script sales in addition to ordinary donations. Pastor distributes around 5-10 packs a
month, usually when food cards are handed
out. If you want to purchase and donate some
items, you can find the list in the narthex or
church office. Toiletries and hygiene items
can be purchased at the Dollar Tree. You
can drop of the items in the narthex or office and they will
be assembled in the hygiene packs. Any questions, contact
Schera at 951-213-8387.

Attention Quilters!
There is a new quilting group that is meeting here at Eden
on the 2nd Saturday of the month. It is called Quilts of
Valor. Our contact person is Lynette
Williams, Luke William’s mom. They
meet from 10am until 4pm in our fellowship hall. If anyone would like to join
them they are more than happy to include new people.
Pastor has contact information for Lynette if someone
would like more information.
*Note: Eden Quilters are off until March 3rd.
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s we look ahead to the month of February the one topic that stands
out in my mind for this time of the year is ‘LOVE’. That being said,
in this upcoming month of love, I thought I would take a look at the various ways love has been used in the bible.
In our current modern versions of
the bible, that we tend to use most
often, the word love is used more
than 600 times.
For this Messenger article I thought
I would focus on 2 very specific and
rather well known portions of the
bible.
First: John 3:16 where we read,
‘For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal
life.’ This verse is the
culmination of God’s love
for us. In this verse we
learn that we are so
deeply loved by God that
He sent His one and only
Son to this earth to become fully
human, while yet being fully divine,
to die a painful and humiliating
death on a Roman cross for each of
us. What greater love is this?
Second: 1 Corinthians
chapter 13 Saint Paul
wrote quite a bit about
this topic of love ending
the chapter with the
verse, ‘And now these
three remain: faith,
hope, and love. But
the greatest of these is
love.’ Now you may be
wondering why love
would be the greatest
of these three attributes
that Paul mentioned.
The answer to that

question is that love is the only one
that transcends death. When we
die we no longer have the need to
be faithful. When we die we no
longer have the need to have hope.
But love, yes there it is. Love is the
emotion, the characteristic of one’s
being that lives on beyond the
grave.
Love is what we carry with us wherever we go. The love we have in
our hearts for family
and friends, the love
we have for God’s
creation, and the
love we have for
people we do not yet
even know is the
love that fills us because of a God who
first loved us.
So there we have it: LOVE. May
your life be filled with God’s love
and may you share that love with
those you meet no matter what time
of the year.
Love to one and all,
Pastor Linda
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
This will be a different sort of President’s Message but, likely my
last as we should be moved by February 15. I am feeling like many
of you at this time of change and transitions as you as a church prepare for the transition and call of a new pastor, Jan and I are in a
similar time as we move to our new home. I write first to let each of
you know that you have made a deep impression in my heart, and
you will remain in my mind and prayers. It has been hard to watch
some of our members move and yet, now we too are doing so. Harder yet, is to mourn the
loss of some. But, through all the changes I pray you will think about each other as Jan and I
do – assuming that everyone has the best intentions and is trying to do things the best way
they know how. Will it mean frustrations with one another from time to time – YES! But, instead of letting it fester or splinter – talk it through with love, grace and
mercy shown to one another as Christ has always shown each of us. Get
involved with the transition team or the Call committee or even by just
completing the surveys and questionnaires so that ALL can be known
and heard in your wishes for the future. As we were unsure what might
happen when Pastor Linda took a sabbatical, we found ourselves able to
sustain and even grow. Or during the last 2 years of the pandemic how
we have used change and challenges to also become flexible and available in our worship. I pray you will use this time of change to again question what you want
to do to SERVE CHRIST and COMMUNITY in the days and years ahead. I wish you all the
best and encourage you to see this change as a time to renew, recharge and recreate the work
of the church – of you the family of believers at Eden.

President’s
Message

On a personal note, Pastor Linda, I wish you well as you transition to the next phase of life –
may it bring you peace and happiness. To David C. I will miss your organ playing and choir
and even the challenges of bells you are truly an artist and patient as a saint. Dave M I promise I will continue to take good care of Jan and yes, she’ll probably still be sleeping when I
leave for church and by the way I am doing well too. To Barb, Mae, Marge, Anne S, Marilyn
A. and anyone else who likes my hugs I send a virtual hug. To Ron
and Pat thanks for becoming even more like a brother and sister to
us. To Shera, James, Denelle, Cathy C thank you for all you do to
help those who most need it. Thanks to Susan D and Dave G for
keeping us informed. To each of you on Council, or Preschool
Board, or Altar Guild or who have quilted over the years, or on any
of our other committees, Ron and Erv and previously James S. thanks for taking such great
care of the property and always being ready to lend a hand. I know I have missed some of
you by name and that is only because this is getting long.
In Christ’s Love,
Jay
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COUNCIL

Transition Team

HIGHLIGHTS

The Transition Team will begin meeting this winter as part of our process as a congregation in
transition and in preparation for calling a new pastor. The Transition Team includes Harvey
Clark, Dave Grefe, Lyle Hodgerson, Nicolette Rohr, Martin Silveira, Katie Williams, and
Chuck Wilson. You will be hearing more about this process and have opportunities to provide
input over the next several months. Please pray for the work of this team and continue to pray
for Eden in this time of transition and discernment.

Contemplative Action Community, Winter 2022

Thriving Leadership Formation, a grant-funded program of California Lutheran University and
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, invites all people in the ELCA community to join in
contemplation and community this winter. Thriving Leadership Formation (TLF) seeks to offer community, connection, and create time and space for spiritual practices to prevent burnout
and help the church and its leaders thrive. Small cohorts of leaders have been meeting regularly since 2020 to share in spiritual practices and community (ask Nicolette Rohr more about
this!). These community sessions are open to all and are intended to offer a taste of the cohort
experience and offer a space for spiritual practice and community support. Come to one or all,
all are welcome. RSVP at www.tinyurl.com/TLFcommunity to receive the link

Souper Bowl Sunday
It's coming...Super Bowl LVI is Sunday, February 13 and so is the Souper Bowl. We will be
collecting canned soup and other non-perishable items to donate to Lutheran Social Services and Central City Lutheran Mission. Place your
donations in the bin for your favorite team, or the "don't care" bin "don't care" won last time! The bins will be in the narthex on Sunday,
February 6 and Sunday, February 13. You'll know Eden's pick before
the game!
.

Banquets at Trinity
Trinity Lutheran Church hosts regular meals for the community on Monday evenings and Saturday mornings. Volunteers are needed on Monday for food preparation beginning at 3:30 and food service beginning at 4:45. Meal service is between 5 and 6:15. The evening concludes by 6:30. Volunteers are needed Saturday mornings beginning at 6:30 and ending at 9 am. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Brenda Lussier at btaz57@gmail.com or call the
church office. Thanks to Trinity for hosting this important ministry!
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OUR EDEN FAMILY

FEBR UA R Y A NNIV ER SA R IES
18
Larry ♥ Judy Subriar
George ♥ Kimberly
25
Snyder

FEBR UA R Y BIR THDAYS
6
Joan Seidel
7
Harvey Clark
Carole Hodgerson
8
Mary Ann VanStockum
13
Geri Engberg
Shanna Done
16
Austin White
17
Donis Borks
19
20
Luke Williams
21
Raymond Brouse
Donna Darwin
22
Stephanie VanStockum
25
Makayla Dewiel
26
Ann Marie Sansom
Sandra Abreu
27
Don Eissfeldt
Morgan Harris
Theora Ross
29

Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!

Taizé Services
Taizé is a contemplative style of worship featuring beautiful
music, readings, and sacred silence. Various churches in Riverside have taken turns hosting a Taizé service of prayer over the
years, always on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.
Currently, First Congregational Church and All Saints Episcopal Church have been taking turns each month and offering services with COVID protocols as well as online options. Trinity and Eden have decided to join the rotation of congregations in 2022 and collaborate on hosting duties,
with some of our assigned months being held at Trinity and some at Eden, and members of our congregations sharing in the planning, music, and program. Council discussed this plan as a good opportunity to collaborate with Trinity and contribute to
this community offering. Our first service will be Monday, March 14, at 7 pm at
Trinity. Please plan to join us at Trinity or online. More information to follow. If
you are interested in being part of the planning, contact Nicolette Rohr.
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IN HIS HANDS

Director’s Report
January 13, 2022

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Darlene Keaneman, Director
951.683.7001

director@edenlutheranpreschool.org

School Update
-Thank you for the money at Christmas. We really apLoving Christian Care . . .
preciate your generosity.
. . . when you’re not there.
-We are looking at different options for staff replacement. At this point I am teaching and directing simultaneously. I
am looking at an additional candidate to close at night.
-We are working with the Public Health Department on two Covid
cases. We had to close for three days, January 4-7 to keep it from
spreading, everyone that was asked to test, did and they are coming
back negative now.
- The Christmas program went well; we had a lot of people come
to the program on December 17 and the church program on December 19. I think we will do that from now on because the parents felt like they got to participate more.
- Our school was selected to receive assistance from the Office of
Water Program to comply with water sampling requirements
through the Child Care Assistance Program for Lead in Drinking
water. They will test and help to replace water related equipment
such as drinking faucets.
Upcoming Events
We will be closed January 17, for Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday.
For your information
Eden Quilter are off until March 3rd.
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B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Remember

!!!



Lock your car in the Parking Lot
Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?
Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at
various restaurants around town. Check
Sunday’s bulletin to see the restaurant
where we will be meeting the next day.

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.
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Sack Lunch Fillers
Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of
any fruit you may have, as
well as any other food
goody that you would like
to donate.
Call:
Ervin Seidel
780-2397

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the
10th of every month. If this date falls on
a weekend the deadline will be the following Monday. If Monday is a
holiday, it will be the following
Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail
either as an attachment done in Word,
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in
the main body of the e-mail. For those
without a computer, submission can be
made by giving copy to Sarah in the Office or David.

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published
every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

Laundry Love Riverside
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is
back up and running! All Saints Episcopal Church has taken the lead on this
important ministry held monthly in a local laundromat. If you would like to volunteer or see this ministry in action, you
can show up at Sparklean Laundry
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm or contact
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for
more information.
¨

Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift
cards to members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you would like some help with ideas or the
application process for action grants. We want to make
use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
¨

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, see James Sansom
after Church on Sunday or please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order. For escrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com.
¨

·

ScCaliTreats

Check out my Instagram for flavors and
pricing @ScCaliTreats
Or email at sccalitreats@yahoo.com
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Mid-Week (or anytime) Prayer Ventures
Black History Month Give thanks for the gifts, accomplishments, influence and witness of our Africandescent neighbors — we stand together as siblings in Christ and partners in the gospel, doing God’s
work in the world together. Pray that God will guide our church as it strives for racial justice, socioeconomic equity, racial reconciliation and an end to racism in our church, society and institutions.
Give thanks for the small and subtle ways in which the Spirit encourages and deepens our faith each
and every day.
Pray for parish nurses who serve in ministries of health and healing and for the ELCA-affiliated
Evangelical Lutheran Parish Nurse Association, which supports parish nurses and promotes a culture
of health, healing and wholeness in Lutheran congregations, agencies and communities.
Remember and give thanks for siblings in Christ of every generation who have shared the gospel, inspired others to believe, and borne God’s grace, peace and hope into the world through their words,
example, service and sacrifice.
We live in a time of war, conflict and unrest in many regions of the world. Pray for the safety of people living amid turmoil, the well-being of refugees and immigrants fleeing threats, and the protection
of children and youth living in circumstances unimaginable to us. Ask the Spirit to guide us as courageous
and compassionate advocates, peacemakers, companions and bearers of hope in the world.
Pray for the leaders of youth and family ministries and for outdoor ministry professionals as they
participate in the ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza in Minneapolis, an event that provides them with encouragement, support, education and networking opportunities.
“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by
water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay
green” (Jeremiah 17:7-8). Praise God for the work of the Spirit, which renews and nourishes us when we
feel uncertain, weary or anxious.
Thank God for our special relationship with the Moravian Church in America, a full communion
partner with the ELCA since 1999. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we
will find strength and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in
these challenging times.
Pray that the Spirit will help us understand and follow the ways, desires and commandments of God
that protect our well-being in daily life.
Pray that the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers, which mirrors God’s love and forgiveness of
us, will inspire us to forgive those who have caused us offense, anger or distress, and that we might
seek forgiveness and grace from people we have hurt.
The theme of the ELCA Youth Gathering and our camps’ summer curriculum is “boundless: God
beyond measure.” Pray that we will live into this theme, growing in faith and gratitude for God’s
infinite power, presence, love and wisdom.
Thank God for hearing and responding to our prayers — spoken and silent — and for tending to
our needs, easing our worries, calming our anger and providing refuge in time of trouble. Ask the
Spirit to guide and inspire us as we do God’s work in the world, caring for our neighbors in distress.
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

Circle Bible
Studies
Deborah
&
Esther
Both Circles will meet every
third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
at Liisa Kane's home.

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church

Readin’ Eden
Readin' Eden meets this month on Sat.
Feb 26 at 10:00 a.m. at Liisa Kane's, 217
E. Shady Grove Dr. We will be talking
about Gloria Van Der Aarde's book, "The
Alice Network" by Kate Quinn. Gloria
will be the hostess.

The Alice Network
By Kate Quinn

Next Meeting:
February 16, 2022

"The Alice Network" is on Reese Witherspoon's book club
list. It is a fast-paced story of espionage, courage and redemption set during the two world wars.
Come join us, there's always room for one more reader on
Liisa's patio!
Carol McAnern 951-686-6443
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.
Please bring donations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be
assembled in the hygiene packs. A full list of the items needed can be
found in the church office and narthex.
·

Preschool: Our preschool students and teachers could use some
disposable masks and gloves. If you would like to donate to this need,
please bring disposable masks for adults and children and gloves for adults to the
church office.
·

Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry
We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunches each week. The
lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trinity on Thursdays,
when Trinity is also hosting Showers of Hope, a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who need them. Showers of Hope
provides the small team needed to operate and clean the shower
truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others distribute personal hygiene
items, and now lunches as well! Donations of fruit and/or other
food goodies like candy or cookies are always welcomed.
Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information.

Vanco, our church’s online giving provider, invites you to use Vanco Mobile, our church’s new app. GivePlus Mobile will sunset on
January 31.
You won’t be able to use the GivePlus Mobile app after January 31, 2022. Now is the
time to make the switch to Vanco Mobile.
Switching to Vanco Mobile is simple!
• Your log-in credentials are the same in Vanco Mobile as in GivePlus Mobile.
• Recurring gifts created through GivePlus Mobile will continue as scheduled.
• New gifts, or changes to previously scheduled recurring gifts, can now occur through
Vanco Mobile.
Download the free Vanco Mobile app today in the Google Play store or the Apple
App store. Find your organization by searching for your church by Eden Lutheran Church or
by its invite code,8C29EF.
Have additional questions on how to use Vanco Mobile? Visit our church member landing
page to learn more, https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app-download.
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NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he January, February, March edition of Christ in Our Home
is now available in the church office and the narthex.

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Jay Fiene
Vice President
Pat Sinclair
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Chuck Wilson
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Jay Fiene

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sarah Cooney

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 5:30pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Eden Lutheran Church
4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.org
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY 2022
DATE:

February 6

ASSISTING MINISTER: Marge Steinbrinck

February 13

February 20

February 27

Jay Fiene

Carole Hodgerson

Dick Anderson

COMMUNION Cathy Carlson
ASSISTANTS: Schera Harner

Dick Anderson
Marilyn Anderson

Jay Fiene
James Sansom

Erin Done
Steve Done

READER: Susan Page
HEAD USHER:

Pam Smith

Nancy Liverman

Chuck Wilson

ALTAR GUILD:
GREETERS:

Nicolette Rohr, Schera Harner, Trina Luce

ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:
Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship
Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
30

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

13

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

27

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

31

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

1

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

9:30 AM Finance
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

9

10

17

23

24

2

3

6:30 PM Worship & Music

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

4

5

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting

MESSENGER DEADLINE
6:00 PM ELS School Board

16

10:00 AM DEBORAH\ESTHER Circles
6:30 PM Council

Friday

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting

MARCH 2022

January 2022
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

27

28

1

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.

EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 2022

20

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
11:00 AM Annual Meeting

Tuesday

Eden Lutheran Church

6

Eatin' with Eden
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Monday

