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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Sign-up now to receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announcements, news, and worship information:

Bible Study is Back On!
Mondays @ 7:00 pm via Zoom. See Bible Study email
for Zoom information.

Santa Lucia celebration on December 12th

Looking Ahead:
December 5: Second Sunday of
Advent
December 12: Third Sunday of
Advent— Santa Lucia celebration
December 19: Fourth Sunday of
Advent
December 21: First day of Winter
December 24: Christmas Eve
December 25: Christmas Day
December 31: New Year's Eve

From Worship and Music:
Special Music, Gift of Music, Anthems
If you or a friend or a friend or family
member would like to contribute to our
worship services with a gift of music, let
Pastor or David know and work with
them to find a date. This does not have
to be an ongoing commitment - special
music even one Sunday a year or one Sunday period
will be a gift!

Christmas Caroling

~ Pastor Linda ~
office: 951.684.3336
E-mail: edenpastorlinda@gmail.com
pastor@edenlutheran.org

Let's go caroling...we are hoping to make visits to members of our congregation we don't see very often and
bring them some Christmas cheer
(safely outside and from a distance).
If you are interested in helping plan
and helping carol, please contact
Cathy Carlson.
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or this month’s Messenger article I ran into somewhat of a dilemma. I wanted to focus on the love, the gift, and the mercy
that God has so freely given to us—most especially at this Advent
and Christmas time of the year. Since I felt this dilemma of what
scripture verses to use—I decided to use two of them.
The first is: from the second chapter of Matthew where the angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and told him, ‘Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because
what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus because He will save
His people from their
sins.’
The second is: John
3:16 (which I suppose
most of us know by
heart), ‘For God so
loved the world that He
gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal
life.’
At this time of giving
and receiving I believe it
is important for us to remember the
ultimate gift which we were given
by our loving God. This is a gift
that does not fail us. This is a gift
that does not leave us when times
get tough. This is a gift that comes
to us with no strings attached. This
is a gift that is given to support us,
to save us, and to love us when we
may be hard pressed to find any
earthly body to do what God can
do.
Because of God’s gift of ‘His one
and only Son’ we have something
more precious than gold. Something to be more cherished than
anything money can buy. Something that is beyond measure be-

cause, as we know, there is nothing in this world that has the power
of God.
What can save us is the love, the
gift that God has so freely given to
those of us who believe, and the
mercy of a God who loves us far
more than we can ever conceive.
At this holiday season I
pray you feel these
things—God’s love, the
presence (and the present) of God’s one and
only Son, and the mercy that God gives and
we receive because of
the birth of Jesus
Christ.
Gifts freely given. They
are ours to receive and
accept—or not. The
choice is simply up to
us.
Merry Christmas and may God
bless you and yours,
Pastor Linda
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COUNCIL

HIGHLIGHTS

Council was joined by Pastor Terry Tuvey Allen, Assistant to the Bishop, at our October meeting and by Bishop Andy Taylor at our November meeting to discuss our transition process.
We have learned about some of the processes we need to have in place, what our transition
might look like, and some of the work ahead like crafting a Ministry Site Profile describing the
congregation and community and gifts we are looking for in our next pastor. Eden will be
working with a transition coach to guide us through this time and expedite some parts of the
process so that we might be able to issue a call sooner. This option is available to us because
we have completed the Congregational Vitality survey process and have a Long Term Planning
team in place. The transition will begin while Pastor Linda is still with us but she will not be
involved or work with the transition guide.
Pastor Terry suggested that we ask for prayer warriors to pray for our congregation in this time
of transition. You will be hearing more about when and how to serve in this time, offer input,
and participate in discussion. Please also remember to pray for Eden and our ministry and for
discernment about what God is doing with us!

Souper Bowl Sunday
It's coming...Super Bowl LVI is Sunday, February 13 and so is the
Souper Bowl. We will be collecting canned soup and other nonperishable items to donate to Lutheran Social Services. Place your donations in the bin for your favorite team, or the "don't care" bin - "don't care" won last time!
The bins will be in the narthex on Sunday, February 6 and Sunday, February 13. You'll
know Eden's pick before the game! If you prefer to make a financial contribution, there will
also be a collection jar for each team.

Dialogues On: Race
The Dialogues On: Race series concluded November 10 after eight
sessions. Thanks to Eden for being a sponsoring congregation for
this series which brought together members of seven congregations
in the inland area of Pacifica Synod for eight weeks of study, learning, and dialogue. In addition to learning more about the history of race and importance of
racial justice for Christians, this series was a great chance to collaborate as congregations
and spend time in conversation with other Lutherans in our area. There were over 50 participants total and four registered from Eden. At our last session, we from Eden gathered with
members of Grace and Trinity and discussed more ways we could learn and act together. We
hope to have more opportunities like this in the future!
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IN HIS HANDS

Director’s Report
November 11, 2021

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Darlene Keaneman, Director
951.683.7001

director@edenlutheranpreschool.org

School Update
-We received $3000 from the American Rescue Plan.
This included $600.00 per child receiving tuition assis- Loving Christian Care . . .
tance from the county. It went directly into savings. Just . . . when you’re not there.
thought this would be a good time to mention that we have wish
list.
-We had our annual Trunk & Treat and costume parade on October
29. It went very well. We had tons of candy and 10 games for the
children to enjoy. The trunks were set up in the basketball area, so
no one could get in or out without a key. The event was safe and
fun!
-Our Carrotwood Tree is planted in the perfect place just outside
of my office. The tree was $200 and the planting was donated.
-The nap room door broke again, but Matt patched it up enough to
close for the night. Erv and Ron repaired it the next day.
Upcoming Events
-On November 19th at 11:30 am we will have our Family Feast.
This year the plates will be loaded and served by a gloved and
masked selected few. If you would like to volunteer to be one of
them, please let me know.
-I will be on vacation November 29- December 8, 2021. I am going to Kauai with family. The teachers are splitting up my shift for
over time. The schedule will be given to Pat and posted above the
time clock.
-We will be closed November 25 & 26 for Thanksgiving.
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OUR EDEN FAMILY
Welcome the stranger...
Christmas collection for Afghan families
1
5
6
9
11
16
17
18
19
22
25
26
28
30

DECEMBER BIR THDAYS
Noah Baranowski
Katie Williams
David Anderson
Grant Norte
Lauren Norte
Claude Hurd
Arlea Anderson
Joanna Bengtson
Dana Darwin
Gene Maas
Justine Seidel
Lyle Hodgerson
Cory Seidel
Trystan Thibodeaux
Michelle Bengtson
Ryan Williams
Christina Boomsma
Jennifer Seidel
Pr. Linda Brown

DECEMBER A NNIV ER SA R IES
15
Robert ♥ Sandra Schrader
Antonio Bellido ♥ Sandra
21
Abreu
29
Ed ♥ Teri Vaske

Since the end of the U.S. war in Afghanistan, some families have been evacuated
and arrived in Riverside, with more coming in November and December. Many of
them arrive with only their clothes. To
help them set up households in the United
States and have what they need, we will be
collecting new or like new items for these
families. These items are especially appreciated:
-blankets
-towels
-kitchen utensils
-personal hygiene items
-money or gift cards
Please bring donations to church on Sunday, December 5 or Sunday, December 12
so they can be delivered December 15-16.
You can leave donations in the office, narthex, or contact Nicolette Rohr or Marge
Steinbrinck to coordinate.
Other ways to support Afghan allies and
evacuees and refugee families:
Donate to Glocally Connected
(glocallyconnected.org), a local organization dedicated to supporting refugees and
their families.
Donate to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (lirs.org), one of the most established national organizations serving
immigrants and refugees.

Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!
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Support Small Businesses this
holiday season and shop small!

Great treats for friends, family and even that hard to shop for man.
We have flavors from Lemon Raspberry to Candied Bacon.
(Who doesn’t love bacon?)
Check out my Instagram for flavors and pricing @ScCaliTreats
Or email us at sccalitreats@yahoo.com
Holiday wrapping available. These treats are great to share at parties, events and potlucks!
Thanks for your support with local small businesses!

*Editor’s Note: This is Eden’s own wonderful Admin Assistant Sarah’s business and a great gift
for people to purchase for the holidays for friends and family

The Messenger
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B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Remember

!!!



Lock your car in the Parking Lot
Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?
Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at
various restaurants around town. Check
Sunday’s bulletin to see the restaurant
where we will be meeting the next day.

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.

ë

ë

ë
ë
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Sack Lunch Fillers
Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of
any fruit you may have, as
well as any other food
goody that you would like
to donate.
Call:
Ervin Seidel
780-2397

Messenger Deadline
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the
10th of every month. If this date falls on
a weekend the deadline will be the following Monday. If Monday is a
holiday, it will be the following
Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail
either as an attachment done in Word,
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in
the main body of the e-mail. For those
without a computer, submission can be
made by giving copy to Sarah in the Office or David.

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published
every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor
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Laundry Love Riverside
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is
back up and running! All Saints Episcopal Church has taken the lead on this
important ministry held monthly in a local laundromat. If you would like to volunteer or see this ministry in action, you
can show up at Sparklean Laundry
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm or contact
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for
more information.
¨

Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift
cards to members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you would like some help with ideas or the
application process for action grants. We want to make
use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
¨

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, see James Sansom
after Church on Sunday or please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order. For escrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com.
¨

Gift Card Fundraiser
Use gift cards for your everyday purchases and help
Eden’s Helping Hands at the same time.
To purchase see James Sansom or Schera Harner.

Make your checks out to the Eden Lutheran Church when purchasing Gift Cards.

The Messenger
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Eden Members Visit Luther Glen
On Saturday, October 30th, 19 members of Eden went up to visit our farm at Oak Glen. First,
they took us on a tour of the farm to see what they’ve been busy doing, and to see the animals,
who each have a name except for the chickens, too many! They have llamas, sheep, pigs,
chickens, goats, and three dogs who protect the property from visiting critters, and one cat who
keeps varmints out of the barn. We saw the new ‘huge’ greenhouse that our Martin Silveira
provided the materials for, and the various garden areas, other greenhouses, and compost areas.
The farm is a great work in process that provides education to the many groups that spend time
there at retreats. After our tour, we went to the main house for a lovely lunch. Then we had
churros for dessert – Marge had her very first churro – at 88 years old! An amazing record!
Pastor Glen, his wife Lauri, and Anthony (THE AMAZING TOUR GUIDE), walked around
with us and made us feel very welcome! We had great weather and a wonderful field trip! Wish
you were there! Maybe next time!
Pat Sinclair

~ Calendar Reminder ~ The team from our Luther Glen camp will be with us on
Dec. 19th along with a number of animals. So if you want to start up an animal
friendship or renew an old one, make sure to come on the 19th!

December 2021

Pastor’s Note: This is for the foster care youth in the community. This is
an outreach the congregation could get behind for the holidays.

Page 9

The Messenger

Page 10

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church

Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

Readin’ Eden

Circle Bible
Studies
Deborah
&
Esther
Both Circles will meet every
third Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
at Liisa Kane's home.

Readin' Eden will not meet on its usual fourth Saturday
in December due to Christmas. We will be having a
holiday get-together in December or January at Liisa
Kane's. We will make plans for it at our Nov. 27 meeting. Marge Steinbrinck has chosen our book to read in
December, "The Night Watchman" by Louise Erdrich.

The Night Watchman

Next Meeting:
December 15, 2021

by Louise Erdrich

Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel-bearing plant near the
Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa
council member who is trying to understand the consequences of a new
'emancipation' bill to the United States Congress. It is 1953, and he and the
other council members know the bill isn't about freedom--it is a 'termination'
that threatens the rights of Native Americans to their land and their very
identity.
Based on the extraordinary life of Louis Erdrich's grandfather Patrick Gourneau, who carried the fight against Native dispossession from rural North
Dakota to Washington, D.C. The Night Watchman is a majestic work of
fiction from one of the most acclaimed writers of our time."
Watch your e-mail for news about our holiday party. See you
soon!
Carol McAnern

1-951-686-6443

December 2021
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.
Please bring donations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be
assembled in the hygiene packs. A full list of the items needed can be
found in the church office and narthex.
·

Preschool: Our preschool students and teachers could use some
disposable masks and gloves. If you would like to donate to this need,
please bring disposable masks for adults and children and gloves for adults to the
church office.
·

Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry
We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunches each week. The
lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trinity on Thursdays,
when Trinity is also hosting Showers of Hope, a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who need them. Showers of Hope
provides the small team needed to operate and clean the shower
truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others distribute personal hygiene
items, and now lunches as well! Donations of fruit and/or other
food goodies like candy or cookies are always welcomed.
Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information.

Where Are We?
Status Update!
We have over 75% of the funds needed to open, thanks to
YOU!
Family Promise of Riverside is getting closer to opening
and actively helping children and families in need!

Thank you for supporting us through the pandemic
and for seeing us through. We hope you will consider
an End of the Year Gift!
Thank you, Riverside!
https://www.fpriverside.org/donate

December 2021
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2021
2022
COUNCIL

NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he October, November, December edition of Christ in Our
Home is now available in the church office and the nar-

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Jay Fiene
Vice President
Pat Sinclair
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Chuck Wilson
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Jay Fiene

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sarah Cooney

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 5:30pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Eden Lutheran Church
4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.org
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR DECEMBER 2021
DATE:

December 5

ASSISTING MINISJay Fiene
TER:

December 12

December 24
7 pm

December 19

Carole Hodgerson

Dick Anderson

Marilyn Anderson

COMMUNION Steve Done
ASSISTANTS: Erin Done

Dick Anderson
Marilyn Anderson

Cathy Carlson
Schera Harner

Steve Done
Erin Done

READER: Harvey Clark
HEAD USHER:

Chuck Wilson

Nicolette Rohr

Suzanne Page

ALTAR GUILD:

December 26

Cathy Carlson

Marge Steinbrinck, Nancy Liverman, Pam Smith

GREETERS:
ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:

Done’s
Carole Hodgerson
Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
28

Advent
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

12

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION -

19

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

26

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

29

30

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

9:30 AM Finance
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Bible Study

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

8

3

4

10

11

17

18

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting

9

16

22

23

29

30

6:30 PM Worship & Music

Saturday

6:00 PM ELS School Board MESSENGER DEADLINE
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

15

10:00 AM DEBORAH\ESTHER Circles
6:30 PM Council

Friday

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

24

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
7:00 PM CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY
SERVICE

31

25

Christmas Day
Church Office & ELS Closed

1

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

Church Office & ELS: Closed

JANUARY 2022

NOVEMBER 2021
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.
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EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 2021

Santa Lucia Celebration

Tuesday

Eden Lutheran Church

5

Eatin' with Eden
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Monday

