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J ohn 6:53-54 53 Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, un-
less you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 

you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
 If you have been with us in 
church on Sundays, watching the 
worship service on our website 
edenlutheran.org, or have been 
reading the ‘Taking Our Faith 
Home’ from the Mailchimp, you 
will know that these gospel les-
sons from St. John have been the 
readings and will continue to be 
the readings for 5 consecutive 
weeks which began on July 25th.   
 
 If you were not aware of 
this fact you may be asking your-
self, ‘So what?  We have gospel les-
sons every week in our worship 
service.  What make 
these any different?’  
In digging a bit clos-
er and taking the 
time to refer to 
these verses in our 
bible one will see 
that there is a basic 
theme to each of 
these readings.  They all speak 
about Jesus as being bread in one 
form or another.   
 
 In the first reading Jesus 
Himself distributed 5 small barley 
loaves and 2 small fish to about 
5,000 people.  Then after this 
feeding and the people had eaten 
their fill the pieces which were 
left over filled 12 baskets.  
 
  
 

In the second reading Jesus said 
that He was the true bread from 
heaven, the bread of God who 
comes down and gives life to the 
world. 
 
 In the third reading (a par-
tial continuation of the second) 
Jesus declared that He is the 
bread of life.  Anyone who comes 
to Him will never go hungry and 
anyone who believes in Him will 
never be thirsty.   
 
 In the fourth reading Jesus 
said He is the living bread which 

came down from 
heaven.  He then 
went on to say, ‘…
unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his 
blood you have no 
life in you.’  Jesus 
continued by saying 

that His flesh is real food and His 
blood is real drink. (Of course, 
those statements have brought 
about quite a bit of controversy 
over the years.)   
 
 In the fifth reading, as you 
can see; that is the final portion 
where we learned that many of 
Jesus’ followers were offended by 
this sort of talk.  We read, ‘From 
this time many of His disciples 
turned back and no longer fol-
lowed Him.’.  Jesus asked the 12 if 

Looking Ahead: 
 
September 2-17: Pastor Vacation 
 
September 6: Labor Day 
 
 
 
 
September 11: Patriot Day 
 
September 12:  
National Grandparents Day 
 
September 22: First day of  
Autumn 
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Bible Study  
is Back On! 

 
We will resume on September 20th at 7pm.  

they wanted to leave Him as well.  
These readings end with Simon Peter 
saying, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.  We 
believe and know that you are the Holy 
One of God.’ 
 
 Now you may be asking your-
selves just what does all this have to 
do with a Messenger article?  Why 
write about this anyway?  Could we 
not have simply picked up our bible 
and read this ourselves?  My answer 
to that is ‘Sure.  You very well could 
have.’  And honestly, I hope you do 
delve further into these readings be-
cause there is far more in these read-
ings than this quick fly over I have 
just given you.   
 What I would like us to think 
about as we digest this whole 6th 
chapter of the gospel of John is: Just 
what was Jesus trying to tell us here?  
Why do you suppose time after time 
He needed to say that ‘He is the bread 
of life which came down from heaven.’ 
in different ways?  Why this talk of 
eating His flesh and drinking His 
blood?   
 
 I think it could be that possibly 
if we did not hear it said one time and 

in one way or another maybe, just 
maybe, we would catch it the next 
time.  Or maybe the eating flesh and 
drinking blood may be such a jolt to 
our ears that we would really think 
about what Jesus was getting at here.  
Perhaps it would cause us to dig a bit 
deeper.  To want understand the mes-
sage more fully.   
 
 I am hoping that the bottom 
line for us is to let these readings sink 
in and remember that Jesus is the One 
who spiritually feeds us.  Jesus is the 
One who was sent from heaven to do 
the will of the One who sent Him.  I 
guess that is the message here in the 
Messenger article—Jesus is the true 
bread.  Jesus gives us spiritual drink.  
And Jesus is the One we can rely upon 
to be there for us when we are in 
times of need.  Period……enough said. 
 
 

Blessings one and all, 
 

Pastor Linda  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Let us welcome the coming Fall season a time of gathering and har-
vest, a time of thanksgiving. Let us be grateful for what we have 
and not always wishing for what we don’t for as we have heard in 
the lessons from the Gospel of John the Lord provides. Whether the 
feeding of the thousands, or the manna from heaven in the wilder-
ness or our own Eden. Spend a couple moments each morning to 
remember at least 5 things for which you are grateful, I know it 

makes my day start with a smile.  
 
I have said before and I say again as it relates to Eden and what I appreciate. I am grateful 
for a pastor who leads us to focus on the WORD, and to live the word in our work in the 
community and with one another. I am grateful for the other members who serve on the 
Council. I am grateful for the members who are on our various ministry teams and who give 
of their time and talents to keep the church running, in good repair but, oh how we miss the 
chance to sing. I am grateful to those who make quilts to wrap those in need with the warmth 
of our thoughts and hugs. I am grateful to those who make treats or plan and serve our meals. 
I am grateful for each person who comes to share in worship and fellowship with us. And I 
grateful that our preschool has not once shuttered it’s doors or stopped are little ones from 
coming to learn.  
 
I will also tell you I am grateful for the membership I have at Eden and with some sadness 
share that it will be transferred to another congregation within the year. I am not unhappy at 
Eden but, Jan and I have decided to build a home (our first actual custom home for either of 
us) in Pahrump, NV. With Jan’s retirement in June of 21 came the desire to have a physical 
transition as well. So, unlike every other time we have finished degrees or gotten jobs we 
have the luxury and blessing to plan ahead and build our dream home. Now mind you, it 
won’t be one of these McMansions and it probably wouldn’t be everyone’s dream but, it will 
have what we desire in a home – openness, warmth, welcome and space for visitors. We are 
also planning for all we can see as potentials so yes, 1 story, wide open doorways and limited 
halls, open floor plan, ramp accessibility planned in, no threshold showers, grab bars, and a 
room that can be converted to accommodate a caregiver across from a room that can change 
from a gym to a room with a hospital bed and equipment (plenty of electrical plugs). I pray 
that like most insurance those are things we never have to use but, the Lord calls us to be 
mindful. We plan to move in March or April of 22 and I have shared this with council but, 
wanted all to know from me and not just the grapevine.  
 
Blessings to all, 
Jay  

 
President’s 
Message 
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Registration Now Open for Theoasis 2021 

October 18 to 20, 2021 

Embassy Suites, La Quinta  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A joint church leaders’ event (a theological oasis): 

Rostered leaders, professional lay church staff, youth leaders, church administrators, 
office managers, outdoor ministry leaders, worship leaders… 

ALL are welcome! 
 

"Fling Wide the Door: Preaching in Advent and Holy Week" 
 

Costs (Program and two meals, excluding hotel): 
 

$235 (rostered leader, lay staff, ministry partner)  
$165 (retired rostered, interns, candidates & non-rostered spouses) 

$75 Optional Golf Tournament (Palm Desert Country Club) 
 

Online registration is NOW open and will close October 4.  
 

Theoasis begins on Monday, October 18. 
Registration will open at 12:00 p.m. The program will begin with Session 1 at 2:00 

p.m. The event ends on Wednesday, October 20 by Noon, following closing worship.  
 

Additional information about Theoasis, including the hotel reservation link, scholar-
ship information and event details, may be found on the  

Theoasis event page: 
 

https://www.pacificasynod.org/news-events/theoasis/ 
 

 Information will continue to be added as it becomes available. 
Please check back often!  
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School Update 
- Received a lot of supplies from Trinity Lutheran Church.  
There were 8 boxes of books and other boxes filled with 
shells, stickers, and other requested items. 
Eden Lutheran Church members and our families donated 

a lot of items too.   The teachers have gotten everything they asked 
for.  
-Thank you for the teachers’ Back Street luncheon, everything was 
delicious.  
-The first day of School for 2021-2022 was August 2, 2021. It was 
a great first day, everything went well. 
-At this time, the California Department of Social Services has a 
proposal out that is called, Coronavirus Response and Relief Sup-
plemental Appropriations (CCRSSA) Act funds. If this is ap-
proved, The school will receive $600.00 for every child receiving a 
subsidy and $5,500 because we are licensed for 25-60 children.  
Although it has not been approved yet, State Licensing feels confi-
dent that it will be soon. No word on this yet. a zoom meeting with 
Licensing next Tuesday and hope to hear an update.  
 
 
Upcoming Events 
-At this time we are considering still having “Back to School 
Night”.   We will not be serving any food due to COVID, etc…  
 

Director’s Report  
August 12, 2021 

Loving Christian Care  . . . 
. . . when you’re not there. 

IN HIS HANDS 
EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Darlene Keaneman, Director 
951.683.7001 

director@edenlutheranpreschool.org 
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Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.   
Our goal is to include everyone!  Thank you! 

OUR EDEN FAMILY 

 SEP TEMBER  BIR THDAYS 
5 Dick Boyum 
11 Michael Clark 
12 Curtis Michael Clark 
  Jaime Womer 

13 Janice Gesner 
 Robert Pring 

14 Joseph Baranowski 
 Callen Lowrey 

17 Cecilia Samaniego 
 Thomas Smith 

18 Jack Smith 
22 Joe Ludwig 
25 Bruce Powell 

 Sarah O'Neil 
29 Christopher Swieca 
30 James Sansom 

SEP TEMBER  A NNIV ER SA R IES 
2 Gene ♥ Norma Maas 
4 John ♥ Liisa Kane 

15 David ♥ Patricia Grefe 
18 Darryll ♥ Patti Norte 
26 Richard ♥ Brenda Allen 
30 Larry ♥ Charlene Johnson 

Dear Eden Quilting Ladies and Congregation: 
Thank you very much for the great quilt you made for me in recognition of 
my recent graduation from Arizona State University.  I greatly appreciate 
the talents of the quilting ladies for taking the time to make this for me.  
Thank you to everyone at Eden for your continued prayers and support! 
 
Nick Harris 
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Pacifica Synod News and Updates  
 
 

Dialogues on Race starting September 22 
 
ELCA congregations in the Big Bear and Raincross 
(that's us) conferences of Pacifica Synod are co-
sponsoring a series of conversations this fall around 
the book Dialogues on Race, published by Augsburg.   

 
This gathering was inspired by ELCA congregations in San Die-
go that came together last fall for a similar series led by two 
trained facilitators, ELCA Deacon Melissa James and Antoine 
Cummings of Agape House, the Lutheran ministry at San Diego 
State University.  Antoine and Melissa have agreed to lead the 
series again for congregations in the Inland area starting this fall 
and you are invited!  This series is an opportunity to learn, have 
important conversations, and come together and collaborate as 
congregations. 
 
The series will begin at 7 pm on Wednesday, September 22 and 
continue each Wednesday, with the last gathering being held on 
Wednesday, November 10 (for a total of eight sessions).  
Because of the ongoing pandemic and the distance between con-
gregations, this series will take place via Zoom. 
All interested participants should sign up using the link on the 
flyer, or contact Nicolette Rohr to sign up 
(nicolette.rohr@gmail.com). 
 
Thanks to sponsoring congregations, there is no cost for individ-
uals to sign up aside from purchasing the book (approx. $10).  It 
can be ordered online, including through Augsburg.  Let Ni-
colette Rohr know if you need help with the cost or with order-
ing online. 
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the ELCW: 
a Community for All the Women of 

Eden Lutheran Church Eden Lutheran Church Women 
Handiwork  

The Secrets We Keep 
by Kate Hewitt 

 
"The Secrets We Keep" is a gripping, powerful, 
emotional page-turner with a heart-breaking twist 
for fans of Jodi Picoult,  Emily Bleeker and Diane 
Chamberlain.  

 
Come join us! 
- Carol McAnern 951-686-6443 

Readin’ Eden 
Readin’ Eden will meet on Liisa Kane's patio on Sat. 
Sept. 25 at 10:00 a.m., 217 E. Shady Grove Dr.   
We will be talking about Liisa’s choice,  
“The Secrets We Keep” by Kate Hewitt.   
Liisa.  
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Remember  
! ! ! 

� 
Lock your car in the Park-

ing Lot 
 

Park near a light at night   

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you have any prayer requests, 
please call  

Ann Marie Sansom at: 
351.8139 

Call Ann Marie if you  would   
like to volunteer for the  

Prayer Chain. 

Attention ! ! !  Quilt Lovers 
 

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the 
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top 
squares.   They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any col-
or. 

Bring either of these items to the church any day:   

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

 

 

Please bring canned or non-
perishable food for distribution to 

those less fortunate. 

Please Remember  
Our  

“FOOD            
 INGATHERING” 

 
 

PROPERTY  
MINISTRY 

 

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you 
can give to keeping our property beautiful and 

well maintained to the Glory of God. 
If you see or know of items that you feel you 
can not correct yourself, you may contact 

 Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair. 

B u l l e t i n  B o a r d ë
 ë 

Ladies ! !  

Guess whose face is missing 
from this picture?   

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the 
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !   

We meet every Monday at 11:00 am at 
various restaurants around town.  Check 
Sunday’s  bulletin to see the restaurant 
where we will be meeting the next day. 

 
 
 
 
 

Fridays at 10:00 
 

For Details Contact: 
 

 James Sansom 951.351.8139 
Or  

Dave McAnern  951.686.6443 

Messenger Deadline 
The deadline for any article/
information for the Messenger is the 
10th of every month.  If this date falls on 
a weekend the deadline will be the fol-
lowing Monday.  If Monday is a 
holiday, it will be the following 
Tuesday!   

Submit to David Grefe via e-mail 
either as an attachment done in Word, 
Word Perfect, Publisher, OR as text in 
the main body of the e-mail.  For those 
without a computer, submission can be 
made by giving copy to Sarah in the Of-
fice or David. 

Sack Lunch Fillers 
Eden’s Homeless Lunch       

Program can make use of 
any  fruit you may have, as 

well as any other food 
goody that you would like 

to donate. 
Call:   

Ervin Seidel  
780-2397  

“YOUR AD HERE” 
Let me know if you have infor-

mation you’d like published 
every month in this space. 

Note my contact info above 
or call me at: 
951-328-9267 
David Grefe, Editor 
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¨ LSS Walk-A-Thon 
Save the date!  The annual Lutheran Social Service Walk 
to Fight Poverty will be held Saturday, October 2.  More 
details to follow. 
 
¨ Laundry Love Riverside  
The Laundry Love Riverside ministry is 
back up and running!  All Saints Episco-
pal Church has taken the lead on this 
important ministry held monthly in a lo-
cal laundromat.  If you would like to vol-
unteer or see this ministry in action, you 
can show up at Sparklean Laundry 
(3911 Chicago) on the third Wednes-
day of the month at 6 pm or contact 
RiversideLaundryLove@gmail.com for more information. 
 
 
¨ Thrivent Action Grants 

If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for 
Thrivent Action Grants and/or Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars.  Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift 
cards to members annually to be used on service pro-
jects such as donation drives, community projects, fund-
raisers, and educational events.  Please let Jay or Ni-
colette know if you would like some help with ideas or the 
application process for action grants.  We want to make 
use of this opportunity in funding our service activi-
ties.  Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate 
Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent 
Choice.  Learn more at www.thrivent.com. 
 

 
 
¨ Buy Scrip! 

Please help support Eden while you make regular pur-
chases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buy-
ing scrip.  For physical card sales, please call the office 
or email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order.  For e-
scrip, you can order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. 
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES  

 
· Sunday, September 12 is “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, an an-
nual event in the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America).  
Here are some opportunities to serve and participate this year: 
 
· Blessing Bags: Trinity Lutheran will fill blessing bags with food that 
Sunday.  They will need donations of food to be included in the bags.  

You can bring donations to Eden clearly marked for Trinity by September 9.  Here 
are the requested items: 

• Ravioli or Spaghettios (pop-top can) 
• granola bars 
• Vienna sausages (pop-top can) 
• packaged fruit snacks 
• fruit or applesauce cups 
• individual bags of cookies 
• crackers with peanut butter or cheese 
• bottled water 

 
· Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are an ongoing ministry at Eden.  Please bring do-

nations of toiletries and hygiene items to Eden to be assembled in the hygiene 
packs.  A full list of the items needed can be found in the church office and narthex. 

 
· Preschool: Our preschool students and teachers could use some disposable masks 

and gloves.  If you would like to donate to this need, please bring disposable masks 
for adults and children and gloves for adults to the church office. 

 
We are pleased to partner with Trinity Lutheran on this and other ministries.  Special 
thanks to them for supporting the school supply drive and sharing eight boxes of books 
with our preschoolers! 
 
 
Homeless Sack Lunch Ministry  

We have resumed this outreach ministry by making 30 sack lunch-
es each week. The lunches are delivered to the LSS office at Trini-
ty on Thursdays, when Trinity is also hosting Showers of Hope, a 
weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who need them.  
Showers of Hope provides the small team needed to operate and 
clean the shower truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others distribute per-

sonal hygiene items, and now lunches as well! 
 
Donations of fruit and/or other food goodies like candy or cookies are always wel-
comed.   Contact Ervin Seidel 780-2397 for additional information. 
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EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
Monday through Friday X 6:30am to 5:30pm X  18 Months through Pre-K 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM 
  ···············································································  

  ··········································································  

COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM 
 

EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
PASTOR: Rev. Linda Brown 

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: Darlene Keaneman 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION: Jay Fiene 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER: Sarah Cooney 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST:  David Christensen 

EDITOR: David Grefe 

2021      2022 
COUNCIL  

President 

Jay Fiene 

Vice President  

Pat Sinclair 

Secretary  

Nicolette Rohr 

Treasurer  

Lyle Hodgerson 

Members At Large: 

Harvey Clark  

Trina Luce  

James Sansom 

Denell Scarborough  

Olliver Silveira  

Marge Steinbrinck  

Chuck Wilson  

Pastor Linda Brown 

Please visit our websites for news and notes: 
 
                   https://edenlutheran.org 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/ 

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool 
to use in preparation for Sunday wor-
ship.  The meditations for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each 
week are based on the Old Testament, 
Psalm, and New Testament readings, 
respectively, that  are presented 
dur ing worship that Sunday at wor-
ship.  The Sunday meditation is based 
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.  

And the Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday meditations come from the  
Daily Lectionary readings as a follow-
up to the previous Sunday’s selec-
tions.  
 
This devotional is a gift to each mem-
ber, so please avail yourself of this 
special opportunity.                                             

T he July, August, September edition of Christ in Our Home is 

now available in the church office and the narthex.  

NEW DEVOTIONALS 
AVAILABLE 



Address Service Requested 

4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

OFFICE HOURS:   
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Monday - Friday 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
edenlutheran.org 

OFFICE PHONE:   
(951) 684.3336 

OFFICE FAX:   
(951) 684.8208 

E-MAIL:   
info@edenlutheran.org  

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:   
(951) 683-7001 

Eden Lutheran Church 
& School 

Pacifica Synod 

Eden Lutheran Church 
4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

God’s work. Our hands. 



DATE: September 5 September 12 September 19 September 26 
ASSISTING MINIS-

TER: Dick Anderson Jay Fiene Marge Steinbrinck Luke Williams 

COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS: 

Dennell Scarborough 
Cathy Carlson 

Steve Done 
Erin Done 

Dick Anderson 
Marilyn Anderson 

Erin Done 
Steve Done 

READER: Nicolette Rohr Suzanne Page Nancy Liverman Bonnie Thomason 

HEAD USHER:     

ALTAR GUILD: Nicolette Rohr, Trina Luce, Schera Harner 

GREETERS:     

ALTAR FLOWERS:    James 

COFFEE HOUR:     

 
Please Note any vacant  Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up.  The Flower Chart is on the bulle-

tin board in the Narthex.  The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.   
Many hands make light work.  Thank you. 

Eden Lutheran Church 
OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 



E
den Lutheran C

hurch 
E

V
EN

TS FO
R S

EPTEM
B

ER 2
0

2
1

 

Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information. 

OCTOBER 2021 

S M T W T F S 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

AUGUST 2021 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
30 

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

31 1 
9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE 
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship 

2 3 
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship 
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting 

4 

5 
Eatin' with Eden 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

6 
Church Office & ELS: Closed 
Labor Day 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

7 8 9 
6:00 PM ELS School Board 

10 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

11 

12 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

13 
9:30 AM Finance 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

14 15 
6:30 PM Council 

16 17 
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

18 

19 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

20 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

21 22 
6:30 PM Worship & Music 

23 24 
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

25 

26 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

27 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

28 29 30 1 
10:00 AM Men's Fellowship 
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting 

2 


