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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Bible Study
is taking the summer off!
Bible study will be off for the summer. The final
meeting will be on June 28th and we will resume on
September 13th at 7pm.
Hope you all have a great summer.
See you in September.
Information regarding our new emails/
website updates/You Tube channel
New emails addresses (not .net):
office - info@edenlutheran.org
Paster’s - pastor@edenlutheran.org

August 21: National Senior Citizens Day

~ Pastor Linda ~
office: 951.684.3336
E-mail: edenpastorlinda@gmail.com

Our website, edenlutheran.org, now has a
Worship tab containing our worship services
from the past 2 weeks. We hope to have the
capability to do live streaming on our You
Tube channel in the near future. Sarah will
be uploading the worship services from the
previous Sunday on Mondays during the day.
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At the end of Matthew’s gospel Jesus
tells His disciples, ‘And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.’
I do not know about you but I find great
comfort in those words especially in this
time of flux and ‘change’ that we find ourselves in in this world.
The other day I was thinking about this
word ‘change’ and how it has come to
mean something much different to most of
us than it did 1½ years ago. This past
Sunday morning after worship I was in the
Fellowship Hall talking to a couple who
were visitors to Eden.
As we were looking at
the pictures of the confirmands from years
gone by the conversation turned to the subject
of ‘change’ and how for
church things have
changed so much over
the years.
Those confirmation pictures were filled
with smiling faces. Lots and lots of smiling faces. Today we are blessed to have a
small number of youngsters in church. I
am so happy to have each and every one
of those youngsters although, but on the
other hand, I am sad for the lack of importance that church now holds for many
people in our society. That is one of the
societal ‘changes’ that most churches currently face.
‘Change’ is something which we have
come to befriend more of lately. With
‘change’ comes the opportunity for excitement, growth, and new life. With
‘change’ we have a chance to move forward into a place and a space that we
might not have dreamt of before now.
‘Change’ offers us an occasion and a way
to think outside of the box, i.e. working

more closely with Trinity and Hope
churches here in our own area, being open
to invite choirs from CBU for example to
come and sing on a Sunday morning when
the time is right of course, more visits
from the animals (and people) from Luther
Glen, or any number of things.
Another thing about ‘change’ the more we
do it the more we are open to whatever
comes our way. While we might reach
out with a bit of trepidation or apprehension as we look into the unknown to find
what the future holds for us we always
have God and Jesus to anchor ourselves to.
Something which I find
very comforting.
My guess is that Jesus’
disciples also found
that comforting as well
when they went to Galilee to the mountain
where Jesus had told
them to go before He
ascended into heaven.
That was when Jesus gave them what has
become known as the ‘Great Commission’. When He told them to go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit and to teach the
people to obey everything Jesus had commanded them.
I suppose that was a rather radical
‘change’ for them in their lives. Yet; here
we are facing a time of ‘change’ all the
time remembering Jesus’ parting words,
‘And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.’ Thank you for that
promise dear Jesus.
Blessings,
Pastor Linda
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IN HIS HANDS
EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Darlene Keaneman, Director
951.683.7001

director@edenlutheranpreschool.org

Director’s Report
July 15, 2021

The school received a new Dell computer for the school office.
¨ A supply list from the teachers was sent to Trinity Church,
Loving Christian Care . . . Eden Lutheran Church members, and the parents of Eden Lu. . . when you’re not there.
theran School. Pastor Ken from Trinity Lutheran requested
the list and a representative from Trinity called to ask for details.
¨ Carpets and tile flooring cleaned last month.
¨ We received a generator to use in case of emergency. The donated
generator should be able to power 1 fridge and 1 freezer for approx.
36 hours.
¨ I am now attending monthly State Licensing meetings via Zoom.
Originally, they were only about COVID and policies concerning
COVID. Now they talk about everything from facial masks to licensing changes. As of this time, Facial masks are to be worn by
children, teachers and parents while indoors.
¨

¨

Upcoming Events
¨ The first day of school for 2021-2022 is August 2, 2021.
¨ The 2021-2022 event calendar is completed. There are TBAs due to
COVID recovery and everyone adjusting.
¨ At this time, the California Department of Social Services has a proposal out that is called, Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CCRSSA) Act funds. If this is approved, we
will receive $600.00 for every child receiving a subsidy and $5,500
because we are licensed for 25-60 children. Although it has not
been approved yet, State Licensing feels confident that it will be
soon.
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OUR EDEN FAMILY

A UGUST BIR THDAYS
1
Jean Zehms
2
Stacie Brown
5
Barbara Young
9
Nicolette Rohr
Issac Silveira, Jr.
10
Rachel Anne Grefe
14
Terry McClellan
Natalie Smith
15
Bonnie Thomason
Judy Duff
17
Jay Fiene
18
Darryll Norte
26
Nancy Liverman
27
Lillian Wallin
Erik Dickson
29

4
9
13
19
22
23
25

A UGUST A NNIV ER SA R IES
Ronald ♥ Patricia Sinclair
David ♥Carol McAnern
Craig ♥ Janice Gesner
Jack ♥ Paula Smith
Donis ♥ Gretchen Borks
Lyle ♥ Carole Hodgerson
Larry ♥ Dianne Anderson
Galen ♥ Kristi Gallimore
Eric ♥ Paige Evers

Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church

Readin’ Eden
Readin’ Eden will meet on Liisa Kane's patio on Sat.
Aug. 28 at 10:00 a.m., 217 E. Shady Grove Dr.
We will be talking about Carole Hodgerson's book,
“The Book of Lost Friends” by Lisa Wingate.
Carole will be the hostess.

The Book of Lost Friends
by Lisa Wingate

This is the dramatic story of three young women searching for
family amid the destruction of the post-Civil War South and a
modern day teacher who learns of the story and its connection to
her students' lives.
Sound interesting? Get a copy, read it and join us for some fun.
- Carol McAnern 951-686-6443
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A DEEPLY
SPIRITUAL ACT

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
The first-century church in Corinth must have been a lively
place. Its members were competitive, jealous, divided into
factions and litigious. The congregation was diverse. There
were Jews and gentiles, rich and poor, men and women,
young and old, those brand new to the faith and those with
more maturity.
Paul spent over 18 months establishing the church in Corinth. He worked with, lived with and loved these people.
Paul wanted them to know the risen Christ and the life of love and freedom found in
Christ.
While the Corinthians were enthusiastic, they weren’t very disciplined. They argued
about which of them had the superior spiritual pedigree—those baptized by Paul or
those baptized by Apollos. They took each other to court. And when they gathered for
the Lord’s Supper—neither decently nor in good order—Paul wrote, “When you come
together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. For when the time comes to eat, each
of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes
drunk” (1 Corinthians 11:20-21).
At his ascension, Jesus told his disciples that they would “receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The church in Jerusalem was
the foundation of the Christian movement. It became the parent of the churches
founded by the apostles throughout the world.
The decision had been taken at the Council at Jerusalem to welcome gentiles into the
way of Jesus. This was a critically important decision and a difficult one. It wasn’t universally embraced by everyone. And the saints in Jerusalem had fallen on hard times.
Famine threatened the city. Paul organized a massive stewardship campaign among
the gentile churches to send aid to the church in Jerusalem.
Paul would have done well as a development officer. He urged the believers to give
generously and cheerfully. He set them up to compete with each other to see which
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church could be most generous. The enthusiastic Corinthians jumped at the chance,
especially if they could do better than the Macedonians! But their lack of discipline
was stronger than their zeal, and their stewardship campaign faltered.
Paul wasn’t going to have it. In his second letter to the Corinthians, he laid out the
spiritual basis for giving: it was about opening the self and the community, it was
about glorifying God, it was a new way of thinking about sufficiency.
“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
The concept of sufficiency had changed over the centuries. In Cynic and Stoic philosophy, true self-sufficiency was attained when a person became completely independent, with no need of anyone or anything else. By the time Paul wrote to the church in
Corinth, self-sufficiency meant not just having enough for oneself but having enough
to give away to others. One could have all the wealth and power and status in the
world, but if one didn’t share with others, that person was not self-sufficient. Contrast
the rich young man who could give nothing away with the poor widow who gave everything. The rich young man went away grieving. The widow gave freely.
Stewardship is a deeply spiritual act. It moves us out of ourselves and toward the
neighbor in need. It glorifies God. It brings freedom from wealth and status. It unclenches our hands and hearts. It lets us rest in the promise of God’s abundance.
We become cheerful givers.

Stewardship lets us rest in the promise of God’s abundance.

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address is: bishop@elca.org. For more on The Freedom of a Christian, visit elca500.org.

Living Lutheran helps you stay connected with this church, providing news on social issues, congregational life, global and domestic mission, faith and family, spiritual practices and resources, and
more. Visit the web site or call 800-328-4648 to subscribe.
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Pacifica Synod News and Updates
The Rev. Ray Wade
Celebrating 40th Anniversary of Ordination

Pastor Ray Wade, a long-time Rostered Minister serving ELCA congregations in Southern California as senior pastor, vacancy pastor (after retirement) and in other capacities, was honored at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Redlands on Sunday, July 18, in recognition of the 40th anniversary of his ordination.
Pastor Kim Krogstad of First Lutheran officiated in a “laying on of
hands” ceremony in the sanctuary during worship. Pastor Ray and his
wife Susan were also celebrated at a reception in the Parish Hall following the service.

Congratulations
Pastor Ray!

Photo Credit:
FLC member Kathy Swenson.
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Registration Now Open for Theoasis 2021
October 18 to 20, 2021

Embassy Suites, La Quinta

A joint church leaders’ event (a theological oasis):
Rostered leaders, professional lay church staff, youth leaders, church administrators,
office managers, outdoor ministry leaders, worship leaders…
ALL are welcome!

"Fling Wide the Door: Preaching in Advent and Holy Week"
Costs (Program and two meals, excluding hotel):
$235 (rostered leader, lay staff, ministry partner)
$165 (retired rostered, interns, candidates & non-rostered spouses)
$75 Optional Golf Tournament (Palm Desert Country Club)

Online registration is NOW open and will close October 4.
Theoasis begins on Monday, October 18.
Registration will open at 12:00 p.m. The program will begin with Session 1 at 2:00
p.m. The event ends on Wednesday, October 20 by Noon, following closing worship.
Additional information about Theoasis, including the hotel reservation link, scholarship information and event details, may be found on the
Theoasis event page:
https://www.pacificasynod.org/news-events/theoasis/
Information will continue to be added as it becomes available.
Please check back often!

The Messenger

Page 10

B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 12:00 at various
restaurants around town. Check Sunday’s
bulletin to see the restaurant where we
will be meeting the next day.

Messenger Deadline

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Sack Lunch Fillers

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?

!!!

Lock your car in the Parking Lot

ë

Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of any
fruit you may have, as well as
any other food goody that you
would like to donate.
Call:
Schera Harner
653.0317

Remember
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Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.

The deadline for any article/information
for the Messenger is the 10th of every month.
If this date falls on a weekend the deadline
will be the following Monday.
If
Monday is a holiday, it will be the
following Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail either
as an attachment done in Word, Word Perfect,
Publisher, OR as text in the main body
of the e-mail. For those without a computer,
submission can be made by giving copy to
Sarah in the Office or David.

E-Mail:

dgrefe@aol.com

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

The Messenger

Page 12

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are available in the church office
for Pastor to distribute to those who need them. Donations can be
dropped off in the church office. You can also write a check to Eden
and designate “Hygiene Packs” in the memo.
·

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.org to place an order. For e-scrip, you can order online
at www.shopwithscrip.com.
Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for Thrivent Action Grants and/or
Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift cards to
members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community
projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you
would like some help with ideas or the application process for action grants. We want
to make use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
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2021
2022
COUNCIL

NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he July, August, September edition of Christ in Our Home is
now available in the church office and the narthex.

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Jay Fiene
Vice President
Pat Sinclair
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Chuck Wilson
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Jay Fiene

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sarah Cooney

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ···································· 11:00AM

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 5:30pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Eden Lutheran Church
4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.org
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR AUGUST 2021
DATE:
August 1
ASSISTING MINISDebbie Harris
TER:
COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS: Luke Williams
READER: Bonnie Thomason
HEAD USHER:

August 8

August 15

August 22

August 29

Jay Fiene

Marge Steinbrinck

Marilyn Anderson

Luke Williams

Marilyn Anderson

Steve Done

Debbie Harris

Denell Scarborough

Pam Smith

Cathy Carlson

Chuck Wilson

Harvey Clark

ALTAR GUILD:

Marge Steinbrinck, Nancy Liverman, Pam Smith

GREETERS:
ALTAR FLOWERS:

Harvey Clark

COFFEE HOUR: Cathy Carlson, Schera Harner

McAnern

Cathy Carlson
Erin Done, Patty Grefe

Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. The sign
-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
1

Eatin' with Eden
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

15

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

29

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

2

3

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

9

9:30 AM Finance
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

Wednesday

Thursday

4

5

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

10

11

MESSENGER DEADLINE

16

17

23

24

30

31

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon

6:30 PM Council

12

19

25

26

1

2

6:30 PM Worship & Music

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

Saturday

6

7

13

14

20

21

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting

6:00 PM ELS School Board

18

Friday

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

27

28

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM ELCW: Readin' Eden

3

4

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting

JULY 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.
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EVENTS FOR AUGUST 2021

22

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Tuesday

Eden Lutheran Church

8

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Monday

