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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Looking Ahead:
July 4: Independence Day

Signup for email/
Online worship updates!
The Zoom link for worship is emailed out each Friday to
everyone subscribed to the newsletter. Sign-up now to

receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announcements, news,
and Zoom worship information:
h t t p s ://ed en lu t h er a n .o r g/s ign u p -f o r -em a il-u p d a t es /

Bible Study is taking the summer off!
Bible study will be off for the summer. The final
meeting will be on June 28th and we will resume on
September 13th at 7pm.
Hope you all have a great summer.
See you in September.
-Pastor

Eden’s Reopening...

~ Pastor Linda ~
office: 951.684.3336
E-mail: edenpastorlinda@gmail.com

We plan on going back to responsive reading,
communion at the communion rail, and fellowship time/coffee hour after worship as of
Sunday the 4th of July.
Worship and Music is in agreement that this is
giving us enough time to get back to in person
as we continue to move slowly forward toward
fully returning to our worship experience. Singing is still a bit off. We will still be
requiring masks for now.
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M

ark 3:32-35 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him,
"Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for
33
you." And he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?" 34 And
looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother."
As I write this Messenger article it
is only 4 days until we resume worship I
our lovely sanctuary. It has been almost
15 months to the day since we gathered
there as a congregation.
If you were with us on our zoom
worship on June 6th you would have
heard the gospel reading from Mark 3:2035. A portion of the text revolved around
Jesus’ family and His asking the question,

‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’
His response to His own question was,

‘Whoever does God’s will is my brother
and sister and mother.’
That question got me to thinking
about as church and as Christians who do
we consider our family? Is it simply the
people we are biologically related to? Is
it those we care about outside of our familial circle? Or could our brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers be the ones
that we are in community with—whoever
or whatever community that might be?
For many of us this past year of
Covid has brought to light the fact that
there may be people in our lives who are
far more important to us than we ever
thought. Time after time I have heard
you tell me that you missed the people,
the music, or having somewhere to come
when things got tough. You missed being
at quilting. You missed talking with your
friends on a Sunday morning. You missed
being able to just drop by and talk. You
missed the connection and relationship of
those you hold dear within the congregation.
When it comes right down to it, as
Jesus said, the ones who were His family

were the ones who surrounded Him. The
ones who did God’s will in the world
were not simply his biological family.
During this past year it is my thought
that, for the most part, we were doing
what we could to continue doing God’s
will. Oh sure, it may have looked far different than we are used to, but nonetheless, God continued to work in us,
through us, and amongst us no matter
what. Possibly we had to take some extra
effort to continue to be family because,
for the time being, that connection and
one-on-one relationship had been severed. The effort might have been something as simple as a phone call or a written note to someone but it was connection just the same.
Although now, thanks be to God,
we are coming back together—slowly yet
surely—to once again begin to be brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers in community. To resume our worshipping
community. Loving, praising God, and
enjoying each other.
The time has come to start being
Eden again—renewed, refreshed, and
transformed by the journey we have been
on for the past year. I pray we continue
to move forward and not look back at the
way things were necessarily, but to embrace the changes we have lived through
as we continue to do God’s will in the
world in new and exciting ways.
Looking forward to beginning anew,
Pastor Linda
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President’s
Message

The Messenger

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I like Paul give thanks
daily for the privilege to call you my family in faith and to
serve Christ and community with and through you and our
congregational ministries. Last month, I highlighted information from the Chick Lane text, Ask, Thank, Tell and this
month I would like us each to reflect on what that means
for us individually and as a local, synodical, denominational and global family of believers.

Recap: Remember everything already is God’s. God CREATED all. We are
STEWARDS. Giving is an act of discipleship, not a duty of membership. Giving
IS about our relationship with Jesus and growing that relationship by growing
our giving.
Please join me in reflecting HOW has GOD entrusted you with time, talent and
treasures? Was GOD wise to choose to entrust you with all that he has? Or have
you buried a talent, held too tightly fisted with the treasures? When you are
called to report will you have created more talents and increased the treasury?
Have you been more open to giving, more generous with your time, talents and
treasures in the past? Or what would help you to TRUST in the LORD to allow
you to be more involved – to spend more time serving on committees, volunteering at the church or in the community – to open you grasp and share more of
your treasure now or in planning for your legacy – to share talents in ways you
have not yet or did before and stopped?
We are a congregation that tends to be older, more of us are retired or nearing retirement, and most of us likely have time but, feel we have done our part. And
likely compared to some we have but, would you want God to say that? Most of
us likely spend money on wants and not simply needs. Are we sharing our treasures as we should? When was the last time you increased your annual giving
amount? Imagine what we could do as a congregation if we were truly giving
generously. We the council have worked toward tithes to the synod and to being
more committed to give generously beyond the walls of the church and the expenditures of our building and grounds.
I pray you find this reflection useful and that it does help you find ways to grow
in your relationship with Christ. I know reading the text and thinking about these
things has been good for me.
Jay
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OUR EDEN FAMILY
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J ULY BIR THDAYS
Betty Jean Denham
Jimmy Lowery
Eleanor Ervin
Nancy Neil
Brandon Gruender
Issac Silveira
Jason Frey
Stephen VanStockum
Norma Maas
Jade Angle
Michael Harris
Nicholas Harris
Lino Castro
Eric Hodgerson
Renee Bengtson
John Kane
Jonathan Larsen
Linda Witt
Francene Odden
Tamara Clark

J ULY A NNIV ER SA R IES
James ♥ Ann Sansom
Jim ♥ Rene Bengtson
Bob ♥ Nancy Neil
Kelley ♥ Suzanne Page
Luke ♥ Katherine Williams
Jimmy ♥ Theresa Lowery
Ervin ♥ Joan Seidel
Steven ♥ Erin Done
Mark ♥ Laura Smith
Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church
Readin' Eden
Readin' Eden will meet on Sat.
July 24 at 10:00 a.m. on Liisa
Kane's patio, 217 E. Shady Grove
Dr. Roseana Duron will be the
hostess. We will be discussing her
book "The Martian" by Andy
Weir.

ELCW
2021 Events
Save the date for Pacifica
WELCA's next Zoom event:
July 10th, 1 pm PST – Pastor Stephanie Lape
Pastor Stephanie Lape will
be the presenter for July's
Zoom Event. Pastor Stephanie is currently serving Cross
& Crown Lutheran Church in
Rancho Cucamonga. She
has written a book titled Beckoned: Hearing
God’s Call to Deeper
Faith. The Zoom link will be
shared in Pacifica WELCA's
newsletter. If you do not receive this newsletter and
would like to attend, contact
Nicolette Rohr for the link
at nicolette.rohr@gmail.com.

The Martian
by Andy Weir

"Six days ago astronaut Mark Watney became one of the
first people to walk on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be the
first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills
him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him
dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone
with no way to even signal Earth that he's alive--and
even if he could get word out, his supplies would be
gone long before a rescue could arrive. Chances are,
though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment or plain-old
"human error" are much more likely to kill him first.
But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills--and a relentless, dogged
refusal to quit--he steadfastly confronts one seemingly
insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible
odds against him?"

If you like to read, come join us!
-Carol McAnern 951 686 6443
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Pacifica Women of the ELCA
"Healing Religious Harms" - July 10

July 10th Zoom – “Healing Religions Harms”
Pastor Stephanie Lape will be our presenter. She currently serves at Cross
and Crown Lutheran in Rancho Cucamonga. You may have read articles
written by her in “Living Lutheran” and she has written a book called
“Beckoned”.
As Pacifica Women of the ELCA, we have been celebrating and highlighting
the ordination of women and their journeys to that calling. Here is another chance to hear and understand another story.
YOU ARE INVITED: PACIFICA W-ELCA ZOOM EVENT
Topic: HEALING RELIGIONS HARMS
Time: Jul 10, 2021 01:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87970963288?
pwd=MGVETkMvRmdQUkF1VDhoSnZXbEU2dz09
Meeting ID: 879 7096 3288
Passcode: 976954
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 879 7096 3288
Passcode: 976954

The Messenger
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Day Camp Week
WHEN: July 12-16, 2021
9:00 am-3:00 pm (Friday 9-12)
WHERE: Trinity Lutheran Church
5969 Brockton Avenue, Riverside
WHO: Students entering grades K-6 this fall
COST: $25 for one child, $10 for each additional child from the
same household (up to a maximum of $50)
Day camp is a great way to make new friends and learn about God! Staff from Lutheran Retreats, Camps & Conferences (LRCC) will lead kids in games and music, Bible studies, crafts and more, for a full week of faith-focused, community-building activities.
This year’s theme is “Discover” – an exploration into the love of God, both
seen and unseen! Our theme verse is Jeremiah 33:3, "Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” At
day camp, children will discover the abundance of God’s love for them!

See Registration Form on page 7
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REGISTRATION FORM
Day Camp at Trinity Lutheran Church
July 12-16, 2021
Child’s Name: _______________________________________
Age: _____________ Grade (this fall): ______________
Parent’s Name(s): ____________________________________
____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________

Additional Campers (from the same family)
Child’s Name: _______________________________________
Age: _____________ Grade (this fall): ______________
Child’s Name: _______________________________________
Age: _____________ Grade (this fall): ______________
There is a registration fee of $25 for one child, plus $10 for each additional child from
the same household (up to a max of $50). Camperships are available if needed. Please
return the completed registration form along with your payment to:

Trinity Lutheran Church
5969 Brockton Avenue
Riverside, CA 92506

Questions? Call (951) 682-1350 or email office@trinityriverside.org

The Messenger
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Pacifica Synod AMMPARO Network Updates
Madre de Asunta School
Financial Help Urgently Needed!

We are grateful that many AMMPARO members are volunteering to assist
asylum seeker families who are either quarantined or settling in Southern
California. There is still an urgent need to assist the many families still in
shelters in Tijuana. One such shelter, Madre de Asunta, provides not only food, shelter, and clothing
to the 26 women and 42 children currently being housed, but education for the children so that they
do not fall behind, and to give them a sense of normalcy during this chaotic time. Unfortunately, donations have fallen off to the point where the funding for the teacher ($300/month) will be depleted in
April.
Congregations and individuals in the Pacifica Synod and beyond have historically supported this important ministry, and we are asked to do so once again. Any amount you can spare will be truly appreciated by these vulnerable children. You may make a contribution online
at www.pacificasynod.org (under the “Donate Online” tab) or by check payable to the Pacifica Synod
with “Instituto Madre Asunta” in the memo line. The check may be sent to the Pacifica Synod office
at 1801 Park Court Place, Bldg. C, Santa Ana, CA 92701. For those who wish to donate directly to
the shelter, please email terrirobertson@pacificasynod.org for the address.

Megan Rohrer elected bishop of ELCA Sierra Pacific Synod
The Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer (they/their), San Francisco, Calif., was elected May 8 to serve a sixyear term as bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Rohrer is the first transgender bishop in the ELCA. The election took place during an online
synod assembly.
Rohrer was elected on the fifth ballot, with 209 votes. The Rev. Jeff R. Johnson, pastor of University
Lutheran Chapel of Berkeley in Berkeley, Calif., received 207 votes.
The bishop-elect has served as pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in San Francisco since 2014 and
as community chaplain coordinator for the San Francisco Police Department since 2018. They
served as executive director of the Welcome Ministry in San Francisco from 2002 to 2014, assistant
night minister for the San Francisco Night Ministry from 2013 to 2018 and community garden coordinator at Project Homeless Connect from 2010 to 2012. Rohrer also served as pastor of a multiparish
call serving the homeless and hungry at Welcome Ministry from 2006 to 2014.
Rohrer received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Augustana University in Sioux Fall, S.D., in 2001, a
Master of Divinity degree from Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley in 2005, and a Doctor of Ministry degree in 2017. Rohrer is currently a doctoral candidate in transformative studies at the California
Institute of Integral Studies in San Francisco. Augustana is one of 26 ELCA colleges and universities.
Rohrer's installation is scheduled for Sept. 11 at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Walnut Creek, Calif.
The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud has served as bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod since 2008 and will
retire June 30.
Information about the Sierra Pacific Synod is available at spselca.org/.
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The Rev. Brenda Bos was elected to serve a six-year term as Bishop of the Southwest Califor-

nia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America on June 5, 2021. The election took place
during the 33rd Assembly of the Southwest California Synod, which was held online with live and
recorded participation throughout the synod territory.
A native Californian, Pastor Bos was ordained in 2014 in her home congregation of St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church in North Hollywood, a congregation known for its welcome of LGBTQ people.
She attended Claremont School of Theology and Pacific Lutheran Theology Seminary, receiving a
Masters of Divinity and Certificate of Theological Studies. Before entering the ministry, Bishopelect Bos was a television producer at Warner Bros. studios, working on sitcoms such as “The
George Lopez Show” and “The Golden Girls.” She holds a bachelors degree in Broadcasting from
Pepperdine University.
Most recently, she has served as the Assistant to the Bishop for Rostered Leadership for Southwest
California Synod. She also served Christ Lutheran Church in San Clemente, where the congregation
advocated for the rights of unhoused persons, seniors and those living with addiction. She was the
first of eight vicars at St Paul’s in Santa Monica and served congregations in Canoga Park and Danville, CA.
Bishop-elect Bos lives with her wife and adult son. She will be the first openly lesbian bishop to
serve the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Camp News!
Summer Camp Returns!

Lutheran Retreats, Camps and Conferences has announced the return of camp
programs this summer. This year’s theme
is “Discover,” an exploration into the abundant love of God through Christ, both seen
and unseen! The theme verse is Jeremiah
33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you and
tell you great and unsearchable things you
do not know.” Registration will be limited
due to the pandemic. Visit www.lrcchome.com to learn more or
to register. Here are the dates for summer
camp:
• July 3-7: Family Camp at El Camino Pines
• July 10-14: Family Camp at Luther Glen
Farm
• July 18-23: Farm Camp (Grades 3-10) at
Luther Glen Farm
• July 24-28: Family Camp at El Camino
Pines

What is the H.E.L.P. CAMP-aign?
The H.E.L.P. CAMP-aign is our recovery plan.
H.E.L.P. is an acronym:
Help kids get to camp
Encourage young adults to be
counselors
Lean into your camp's financial recovery
Pray for God’s blessing
Thank you to the congregations of the Pacifica Synod for supporting Lutheran Retreats, Camps and
Conferences' H.E.L.P. CAMP-aign Resolution at
their Synod Assembly. The same resolution will go
before the Southwest California Synod in early
June.
The real impact of the Covid-19 pandemic closures
of our local Lutheran Bible camps has resulted in
over $1,000,000 dollars in lost revenue. Thankfully
our donors responded generously, but we still have
a long way to go.

The Messenger

Page 10

B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 12:00 at various
restaurants around town. Check Sunday’s
bulletin to see the restaurant where we
will be meeting the next day.

Messenger Deadline

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY

Sack Lunch Fillers

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?

!!!

Lock your car in the Parking Lot

ë

Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of any
fruit you may have, as well as
any other food goody that you
would like to donate.
Call:
Schera Harner
653.0317

Remember
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Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you
can give to keeping our property beautiful and
well maintained to the Glory of God.
If you see or know of items that you feel you
can not correct yourself, you may contact
Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair.

The deadline for any article/information
for the Messenger is the 10th of every month.
If this date falls on a weekend the deadline
will be the following Monday.
If
Monday is a holiday, it will be the
following Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail either
as an attachment done in Word, Word Perfect,
Publisher, OR as text in the main body
of the e-mail. For those without a computer,
submission can be made by giving copy to
Sarah in the Office or David.

E-Mail:

dgrefe@aol.com

“YOUR AD HERE”
Fridays at 10:00
For Details Contact:
James Sansom 951.351.8139
Or
Dave McAnern 951.686.6443

Let me know if you have information you’d like published every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

The Messenger
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are available in the church office
for Pastor to distribute to those who need them. Donations can be
dropped off in the church office. You can also write a check to Eden
and designate “Hygiene Packs” in the memo.
·

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.net to place an order. For e-scrip, you can order online
at www.shopwithscrip.com.
Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for Thrivent Action Grants and/or
Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift cards to
members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community
projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you
would like some help with ideas or the application process for action grants. We want
to make use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.

July 2021
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2021
2022
COUNCIL

NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he July, August, September edition of Christ in Our Home is
now available in the church office and the narthex.

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Jay Fine
Vice President
Pat Sinclair
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
James Sansom
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Chuck Wilson
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Jay Fine

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sarah Cooney

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
···············································································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ·····················································
··················································SUSPENDED

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 6:00pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.net
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR JULY 2021
DATE:
July 4
ASSISTING MINISMarilyn Anderson
TER:
COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS: Cathy Carlson
READER: James Sansom
HEAD USHER:
ALTAR GUILD:

July 11

July 18

July 25

Luke Williams

Dick Anderson

Carole Hodgerson

Erin Done

Jay Fiene

Steve Done

Debbie Harris

Nancy Liverman

James Sansom

Carol McAnern, Sandra Boyum, Denell Scarborough

GREETERS:
ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:
Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.
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10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
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Eatin' with Eden
Independence Day
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
5:00 PM Fourth of July B-B-Que

11

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

18

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

25

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

9:30 AM Finance
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study
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11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
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7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study
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9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

6:30 PM Council
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6:00 PM ELS School Board
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6:30 PM Worship & Music

10:00 AM Men's Fellowship
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8:00 AM Property
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2:00 PM ELCW: Readin' Eden
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.

Eden Lutheran Church
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27

EVENTS FOR JULY 2021

Sunday

