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Looking Ahead: 
 
May 6: National Day of Prayer 
 
May 9: Mother's Day 
 
May 13: Ascension of the Lord 
 
May 23: Day of Pentecost 
 
May 30: Trinity Sunday 
 
May 31: Memorial Day 

Signup for email/ 
Online worship updates! 

 
The Zoom link for worship is emailed out each Friday to 
everyone subscribed to the newsletter.  Sign-up now to 
receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announcements, news, 
and Zoom worship information: 
 
h t t ps ://eden lu t h er an .o r g/s ign u p - f o r -em a i l -u pda t es/ 

Zoom Bible Study 
Moday Evening Bible Study 

Time: 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 Every week on Mon, Please join us as you 

can 

In-Person Worship 
Schedule 

 
April 25: Outdoor Worship with Communion  
 
May 16: Outdoor Worship with Communion 
   with  congregational meeting after 
   to vote on  new council members 
   for 2021-2022.  
 

Request for anyone who has an easy-up to 
bring it to the church on these dates.    
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J ohn  20:24-25, “24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 

told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”     

Each year, on the second Sunday after the 
celebration of Easter the assigned gospel 
reading for the day is from John 20:19-31.  
This is when we hear about the disciples, 
on the evening of that first day of the 
week, being locked behind closed doors 
for fear of the Jews.  Also, within this 
reading, is where we hear the story of 
Thomas who for one reason or another 
was not with the others when Jesus ap-
peared to them. (Possibly Thomas was the 
only one who was not afraid or did not 
‘doubt’ since he was not behind those 
locked closed doors with the rest of them.)   
 Also, each year on this second Sun-
day, Thomas is once again tagged with the 
moniker of ‘doubter’.  But 
was he really?  What consti-
tutes ‘doubt’ anyway?  Do 
we doubt when we question 
and yearn to search deeper 
to get to the bottom of 
something?  Do we doubt 
when are unsure of our 
opinion or belief and want 
to first get more information 
to proceed with caution?   
 The dictionary defines 
‘doubt’ as: to hesitate to be-
lieve, to regard with suspi-
cion, to be uncertain about 
something, to be undecided.   
 If you were with us on 
our zoom worship on April 
11th you would have heard 
a sermon that gave us another idea or way 
of looking at this idea of ‘doubt’.  That 
was that ‘doubt’ is not so much an unbe-
lief but it is a fear of losing control which I 
find to be an interesting concept.   
 Let’s think about that for a minute.  
Often times in this world we put so much 
credence in the things that we can see or 
the things that have been proven to us.  
We question those things that do not make 
sense to us or that which is out of our span 
of control or realm of knowledge.  But just 
what about those things we cannot see?  

Are they not to be believed in?  Do we 
‘doubt’ simply because we have not expe-
rienced something?  Is it not true just be-
cause we have not seen it with our own 
eyes or touched it with our own hands?  
Hey, wait a minute, is that not what Jesus 
asked Thomas?   
 “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you 
have seen me you have believed, blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.’”  
 I suppose this idea of ‘doubt’ or giving 
up control of those things which can be 
proven or are right in front of us is part of 
a much bigger question.  Is a God which 
we literally cannot see, feel, hear, touch, or 

taste real or there for us?  
What about belief in 
such a God?   
 As I am writing 
this and as this Messen-
ger article unfolds it is 
my guess that there is a 
bit of Thomas in all of 
us.  A bit of wanting to 
stick to those things we 
know, those things 
which we can control 
and make sense of, those 
things which we have 
proof texted.   
 How does our 
faith in God fit into this?  
That is a question each 
of us need to answer for 

ourselves.   
 Nonetheless, here we are in the midst 
of the season of Easter.  Here we are in the 
season of celebration in the resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  An 
event that none of us saw with our own 
eyes; and yet, thanks be to God’s love and 
grace, we can rejoice because: ‘blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved.’ 
 

Have a blessed Easter season,  
Pastor Linda 
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Here we are in May – time to elect new members to the 
Council. I want to personally thank all those who are cur-
rently serving or have served us by being on council, or 
committees, or… any of the countless ways you use your 
time and talents to have kept and keep Eden Lutheran 
Church a vital part of the Riverside community and the 
ELCA. If you aren’t involved because you have “done your 
time” or because you are new and don’t know what to do – 

I encourage you to reach out to anyone who is on the council or on various com-
mittees and let them know what you would like to do or how you can help. 

Our long-term planning committee continues to meet and look at 
data about our membership, our stewardship, our programming etc. 
And we have made some progress relative to the Congregational 
Vitality Survey we took 2 years ago and committed to acted on to 
refresh our faithwalk. But, I felt this might be a good time to re-
view. We renewed our commitment to SERVING CHRIST and 
COMMUNITY. We sought to include more connection to God’s 

word and to both our church family and the community in the work of every 
committee. WE have made progress but, we aren’t there yet. One of the areas of 
greatest concern was and continues to be how to get all of us to have more faith 
in the sustainability and growth potential of Eden.  

The second scale was connecting with each other and we do that well except for 
involving younger adults in decisions. WE are doing better as we have younger 
members serving on council – long-range plans etc. But, we really need to find 
ways to grow the congregation connecting to the university and community col-
leges, young families etc. And that will mean a need to have programs that con-
nect to their “purpose” in the community and programming for children and 
youth.   

So, as we continue to move forward expect that the planning committee, the 
council and the congregation will continue in discussions and plans and we will 
likely ask all of you to help us as we focus on how WE, 
each can do HIS work.  

Jay 

 
President’s 
Message 
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Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.   
Our goal is to include everyone!  Thank you! 

OUR EDEN FAMILY 

MAY  BIR THDAYS 
1 Tracy Gruender 
4 Lori Frey 

 Lynda McClellan 
  Kamie Terrones 
8 Jena Bengtson 

 Denise Olsen 
 Patti Norte 

11 Harry Monson 
12 Hannah Davidson 

 May Givens 
 Kristin Haney 

13 Allison Silveira 
15 James Bengtson 
16 Bonnie Darwin 
20 Sandra Schrader 
22 Stephen Gesner 
23 Debra Harris 
28 Diane Davidson 
29 Richard Anderson 

 Heather Clarke-Trevis 
 Erla Roberts 

31 Rita Bien Hutchins 

MAY  A NNIV ER SAR IES 
1 Stephen ♥ Mary Ann VanStockum 
2 Mark ♥ Christine Visyak 
13 David ♥ Donna Darwin 
22 Robert ♥ Stephanie Lewis 
30 James ♥ Shannon Valdespino 
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ELCW  
2021 Events 

   
· The Women of the ELCA 

Triennial Gathering will 
be held virtually in Au-
gust.  The Phoenix gath-
ering has been postponed 
to September 2023.  You 
can learn more at https://
www.womenoftheelca.or
g/new-triennial-event-
page 

All women are warmly welcome to attend one or both 
Circles for fellowship, study, and prayer. 

the ELCW: 
a Community for All the Women of 

Eden Lutheran Church Eden Lutheran Church Women 
Handiwork  

The Unexpected Inheritance of 
 Inspector Choprat 

by Vaseem Khan 

On the day he retires Ashwin Chopra inherits two unex-
pected mysteries.  One is the case of a death of a 
drowned boy and the other is a baby elephant! 
 
Curious?  Read it and join us, we always have fun. 
- Carol McAnern 951-686-6443 

Readin' Eden 
Readin'  Eden will meet on Liisa 
Kane's patio, 217 E. Shady Grove 
Dr. on SATURDAY, May 22 at 
10:00 a.m.  Gloria Van Der Aard-
e's book choice:  "The Unexpected 
Inheritance of Inspector Chopra" 

by Vaseem Khan.  Gloria will be the host. 
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CURRENT COUNCIL: 

Derek Adkins  

Harvey Clark  

Jay Fiene  

Debbie Fine  

Lyle Hodgerson  

Trina Luce  

Nicolette Rohr  

Denell Scarborough  

Olliver Silveira  

Marge Steinbrinck  

Luke Williams  

Chuck Wilson  

Pastor Linda Brown 

· Congregational meeting in May.  There are four council 
members up for re-election.  

· Long Term Planning Taskforce Considerations: 

Where is Eden Going? 

None of us can see the future, but we realize it is a good 
idea to do some long term planning.  Several months ago 
Council authorized the establishment of a Long Term 
Planning Taskforce.  It is taking a look at where we might 
be in the next five, ten, or fifteen years.  What we do know 
is that the Helen Crum funding, which is the basis for our 
continued financial existence, will be depleted in the next 
15 years, if we continue spending at the current rate.  We 
can speculate that it is unlikely spending will remain sta-
ble.  It is highly likely that it will increase. 

The challenge of the taskforce is to investigate ways we 
can be good stewards of our funding in the coming years.  
The taskforce would like your suggestions for where 
Eden is going in the coming years.  Taskforce members 
include Nicolette Rohr and Chuck Wilson. 

Feel free to contact us.  You will find contact infor-
mation in the church directory. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  
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Annual Lobby Day 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 

Are you ready to move some mountains? 
Get on your legislator's agenda to talk policy and justice 
for Lutheran Lobby Day! We'll be virtually gathered with 

our neighbors from across the state for a day 
of advocacy, worship, and prayer. 

Everyone is welcome, regardless of previous experience 
of advocacy. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lobby Day Agenda 
 

You will be assigned one or two 30-minute legislative meetings 
on May 19.  
 
 

9:00 am Opening 
9:15 am Keynote 
10:00 am Advocacy 101 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm Legislative Meetings 
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9:30 am PDT/6:30 am HST Harvest Conference 
 Big Bear Conference 
 Raincross Conference 
 Rejoice Conference 
TBD: West San Diego Conf 
TBD: East San Diego Conf  
TBD: Son & Surf Conference 
TBD: Saddleback Conference 

10:00 am PDT/7:00 am HST Zoom Assembly room opens 
11:00 am PDT/8:00 am HST Opening of the Assembly  

 Credentials Report 
 Nominating Committee Report 
 Report of the Treasurer, Presentation of the Budgets 
 Report of the Vice President 
 Synod Council and Committee Elections 
 Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, ELCA Representative 

12:30 pm PDT/9:30 am HST Lunch on your own 
1:00 pm PDT/10:00 am HST Synod Business 

 Election results 
 Report of the Bishop 

 2:30 pm PDT/11:30 am HST Break (15 minutes) 
 2:45 pm PDT/11:45 am HST Resolutions 

 Votes on the Budgets 
4:30 pm PDT/1:30 pm HST Formal Closing of Assembly  
4:35 pm PDT/1:35 pm HST Hukilau Conference Meeting (following the close of Assembly) 
5:00 pm PDT/2:00 pm HST Synod Assembly Worship Service available to congregations 

 

Pacifica Synod Agenda 
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Family Promise of Riverside is a collaboration of faith communi-
ties dedicated to providing support to families experiencing home-
lessness.  
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Remember  
! ! ! 

� 
Lock your car in the Park-

ing Lot 
 

Park near a light at night   

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you have any prayer requests, 
please call  

Ann Marie Sansom at: 
351.8139 

Call Ann Marie if you  would   
like to volunteer for the  

Prayer Chain. 

Attention ! ! !  Quilt Lovers 
 

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the 
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top 
squares.   They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any col-
or. 

Bring either of these items to the church any day:   

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

 

 

Please bring canned or non-
perishable food for distribution to 

those less fortunate. 

Please Remember  
Our  

“FOOD            
 INGATHERING” 

 
 

PROPERTY  
MINISTRY 

 

The Property Ministry appreciates any help you 
can give to keeping our property beautiful and 

well maintained to the Glory of God. 
If you see or know of items that you feel you 

can not correct yourself, you may contact Erv 
Seidel or Ron Sinclair. 

B u l l e t i n  B o a r d ë
 ë 

Ladies ! !  

Guess whose face is missing 
from this picture?   

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the 
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !   

We meet every Monday at 12:00 at various 
restaurants around town.  Check Sunday’s  
bulletin to see the restaurant where we 

will be meeting the next day. 

“YOUR AD HERE” 
Let me know if you have information you’d like     

published every month in this space. 
Note my contact info above 

or call me at: 
951-328-9267 
David Grefe, Editor 

Messenger Deadline 
The deadline for any article/information 
for the Messenger is the 10th of every month.  
If this date falls on a weekend the deadline 
will be the following Monday.  If 
Monday is a holiday, it will be the 
following Tuesday!   

Submit to David Grefe via e-mail either 
as an attachment done in Word, Word Perfect, 
Publisher, OR as text in the main body 
of the e-mail.  For those without a computer, 
submission can be made by giving copy to 
Sarah in the Office or David. 

E-Mail:  dgrefe@aol.com  

Sack Lunch Fillers 
Eden’s Homeless Lunch       

Program can make use of any  
fruit you may have, as well as 
any other food goody that you 

would like to donate. 
Call:   

Schera Harner 
653.0317 
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES  

· Showers of Hope: Trinity Lutheran Church is hosting a weekly min-
istry offering mobile showers to people who need them.  Showers of 
Hope provides the small team needed to operate and clean the shower 
truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others distribute personal hygiene 
items.  They could especially use hand lotion, toothpaste, and deodor-
ant.  Please deliver donations to the church office (marked "Showers of 
Hope") by June 4 or contact Nicolette Rohr to arrange pickup. 

 
· Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are available in the church office for Pastor to dis-
tribute to those who need them.  Donations can be dropped off in the church of-
fice.  You can also write a check to Eden and designate “Hygiene Packs” in the memo. 
 
· Lutheran Social Services Riverside: Donations of food and other items can be 
dropped off at Eden or delivered directly to LSS Riverside, located at Trinity Luther-
an.  Donations of items with pull tabs are appreciated. 
 
 
Buy Scrip! 

Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, take-
out, etc. by buying scrip.  For physical card sales, please call the office or 
email info@edenlutheran.net to place an order.  For e-scrip, you can order online 
at www.shopwithscrip.com. 

 

Thrivent Action Grants 

If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for Thrivent Action Grants and/or 
Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift cards to 
members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community 
projects, fundraisers, and educational events.  Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you 
would like some help with ideas or the application process for action grants.  We want 
to make use of this opportunity in funding our service activities.  Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars allow you to designate Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent 
Choice.  Learn more at www.thrivent.com. 
 

Council Nominations 

The Annual Election Meeting is scheduled for May 16 following worship.  Council elec-
tions will be held at this meeting.  If you are interested in serving on council or would 
like to nominate someone, please contact Nicolette Rohr, nicolette.rohr@gmail.com . 
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EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
Monday through Friday X 6:30am to 6:00pm X  18 Months through Pre-K 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM 
 VIA ZOOM ························································  

  ··········································································  

COFFEE HOUR ·····················································  
  ·················································· SUSPENDED 

 

EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
PASTOR: Rev. Linda Brown 

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: Darlene Keaneman 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION: Pat Sinclair 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER: Sarah Cooney 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST:  David Christensen 

EDITOR: David Grefe 

2020      2021 
COUNCIL  

President 

Jay Fine 

Vice President  

Deb Fine 

Secretary  

Nicolette Rohr 

Treasurer  

Lyle Hodgerson 

Members At Large: 

Derek Adkins  

Harvey Clark  

Trina Luce  

Denell Scarborough  

Olliver Silveira  

Marge Steinbrinck  

Luke Williams  

Chuck Wilson  

Pastor Linda Brown 

Please visit our websites for news and notes: 
 
                   https://edenlutheran.org 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/ 

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool 
to use in preparation for Sunday wor-
ship.  The meditations for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each 
week are based on the Old Testament, 
Psalm, and New Testament readings, 
respectively, that  are presented 
dur ing worship that Sunday at wor-
ship.  The Sunday meditation is based 
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.  

And the Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday meditations come from the  
Daily Lectionary readings as a follow-
up to the previous Sunday’s selec-
tions.  
 
This devotional is a gift to each mem-
ber, so please avail yourself of this 
special opportunity.                                             

T he April, May, June edition of Christ in Our Home is now 

available in the church office and the narthex.  

NEW DEVOTIONALS 
AVAILABLE 



Address Service Requested 

4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

OFFICE HOURS:   
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Monday - Friday 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
edenlutheran.org 

OFFICE PHONE:   
(951) 684.3336 

OFFICE FAX:   
(951) 684.8208 

E-MAIL:   
info@edenlutheran.net  

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:   
(951) 683-7001 

Eden Lutheran Church 
& School 

Pacifica Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

God’s work. Our hands. 



DATE: May 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 
ASSISTING MINIS-

TER:     

COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS:     

READER:     

HEAD USHER:     

ALTAR GUILD:     

GREETERS:     

ALTAR FLOWERS:     

COFFEE HOUR:     

 
Please Note any vacant  Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  The sign

-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.   
Many hands make light work.  Thank you. 

May 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eden Lutheran Church 
OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR MAY 2021 
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
25 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
26 

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study 

27 28 
6:30 PM Worship & Music 

29 30 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

1 

2 
Eatin' with Eden 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
11:00 AM Mothers' Day Salad Potluck 

3 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study 

4 5 
9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE 
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship 

6 7 
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

8 

9 
Mother's Day 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

10 
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
9:30 AM Finance 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 

11 12 13 
6:00 PM ELS School Board 

14 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

15 
8:00 AM Property 

16 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
11:00 AM Annual Election Meeting 

17 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study 

18 19 
6:30 PM Council 

20 21 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

22 

23 
Pentecost 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

24 
Church Office & ELS: Closed 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study 

25 26 
6:30 PM Worship & Music 

27 28 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 
2:00 PM ELCW: Readin' Eden 

29 

30 
Trinity Sunday 
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

31 
Church Office & ELS: Closed 
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel 
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship 
Luncheon 
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study 

1 2 
9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE 
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship 

3 4 
11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting 
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship 

5 
7:00 AM ELCW: Rummage 
Sale 

APRIL 2021 

S M T W T F S 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

JUNE 2021 

S M T W T F S 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 1 2 3 


