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Eden’s Mission: . . . “to love God and all people in Jesus Christ,

drawing others
into a relationship with him, working together to expand his reign of hope, justice, and
peace in our community, and the world.”
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Looking Ahead:
April 1: Maundy Thursday
April 2: Good Friday
April 4: Easter
April 21: Administrative Professionals Day
April 21: Secretaries Day
April 22: Earth Day
~ Pastor Linda ~
office: 951.684.3336
E-mail: edenpastorlinda@gmail.com

Signup for email/
Online worship updates!
The Zoom link for worship is emailed out each Friday to
everyone subscribed to the newsletter. Sign-up now to

receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announcements, news,
and Zoom worship information:
h t t p s ://ed en lu t h er a n .o r g/s ign u p -f o r -em a il-u p d a t es /

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday - 10am Modified outdoor worship with communion in the courtyard area between the fellowship hall and the preschool.
Masks, social distancing, and usual safety precautions observed. NO ZOOM that day.
Maundy Thursday -7pm Zoom worship with
hand washing instead of foot washing. The
congregation of Trinity Lutheran is being
asked to join us.
Good Friday - 7pm Zoom worship. This will
be a recorded service that we will join led by
Pastor Kent and the people of Trinity Lutheran. (We are doing these two services together
to further our commitment of partnership between the Riverside churches.)
Easter Sunday -10am Zoom worship as usual.
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atthew 28:20, ‘…and teaching them to obey everything I have
M
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.’
As I prepared to write this Messenger article, for the issue which will include Palm
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter this year,
I got to thinking about 2020. I tried to remember what our services looked like this
time last year as our world began closing
down and cocooning in upon itself.
Sarah could not find a bulletin for
Maundy Thursday or Good Friday for last
year. Does that mean we did not have services those days? I couldn’t remember.
That time was and is still rather a blur.
Easter Sunday was our first zoom worship.
Can it be—a whole year has passed already since we have been in our sanctuary?
And yet, here we
have Jesus’ final words
to His disciples at the
very end of Matthew’s
gospel. This is after
Jesus had been put to
death and had been resurrected from the dead.
This was after the
women went to the
empty tomb and ran to
tell the disciples what they had found.
This was also after the disciples went on to
Galilee up the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. That is when they saw
the risen Lord and that is when Jesus gave
them what has become known as ‘The
Great Commission.’
Matthew ends his story of Jesus’ life
with Jesus telling His disciples to go out
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and to
teach the people to obey everything that
Jesus had commanded them (His disciples).
The very last sentence of this gospel is
what I would like us to take to heart espe-

cially this Easter of 2021. The reminder
that Jesus is surely with us always, to the
very end of the age. The reason I believe
this is so important for us to remember is
that during this past year—even though
we have not been able to be together physically—Jesus has NEVER ONCE left our
side. There have been so many of our
congregation who have gone through the
death of loved ones, isolation, loneliness,
financial impact, separation from family/
friends, and so much more. And yet……
Jesus was with us through all of that.
The truth of this final sentence in Matthew’s gospel can give us considerable
peace. Jesus does not leave us and that is
something we can rely
upon. Oh, things may
not always go as we
would hope, but the
honest fact is that Jesus does not leave us
alone or abandoned.
For me that is the
Good News of Easter
and the resurrection.
The certainty that Jesus has been with us
yesterday, will be with us today, and continues to be with us tomorrow can bring
great comfort especially as we now start to
reopen and our cocoons slowly begin to
show signs of life.
What a wonderful metaphor for Easter and
a time of reawakening. What we have
gone through this past year has forever
changed us as a church and as a people.
Yet; renewal comes to us through the
Easter dawn and Jesus’ promise that He
will surely be with us always, to the very
end of the age.
Easter Blessings,
Pastor Linda
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President’s
Message

The Messenger

He is Risen! He is Risen indeed Alleluia! Wow, one
more ZOOMED Easter Sunday! Will you still invite
family members or others to join with you? Isn’t it
always right to share the Wonderful Story of saving
grace? Holy week was busy and engaged with our
fellow Riverside ELCA churches.

We are preparing for the Congregational meeting in May and we continue to strive to do what you ask us to do in leading our congregation
forward and maintaining all that we have and who we are. We are also
winding ever quickly to that time of year when some are able to think
more about time away then at other times. But, as you move from spring
into summer and before we come to yet another fall I do
hope you will consider time, talent and treasure and how
those gifts you have been given can contribute to the community of faith called Eden and our larger work in the community of Riverside and the ELCA. We are going to try to
help more of you know about the myriad of opportunities to
spend time or invest your talents with us.
The subcommittee continues working on our long-term plans and will
share updates with the Council monthly and likely with the congregation at our next congregational meeting. I close with gratitude to each of
you who contributed to our year of ZOOM, our Lenten journey and Holy Week – to all who volunteer and to each of you for it is the sum of all
of us that makes us one in HIM.
Blessings.
Jay
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OUR EDEN FAMILY
A P R IL BIR THDAYS
3
Gloria VanDerAarde
4
Sandra Boyum
6
Audrina Silveira
7
Dakota Clark
8
Shellsea Svete
9
Melinda Ross
12
Julie Swieca
14
Robin McWilliams
17
Teresa Lowery
18
Lucas Condron
Nathaniel Condron
Kirsten Hutchins
Roberts
Olivia Clarke-Trevis
21
22
Judy Subriar
24
Sandra Boyum
27
Florence Carlson
Shawn Seidel
28
Kyleigh Baranowski
29
Zachary Anderson
Paula Smith
William Angle
30

A P R IL A NNIV ER SA R IES
20
Thomas ♥ Susan Swieca
29
Bishop ♥ Kanani Baranowski
Erik ♥ Carita Dickson
Curtis ♥ Debra Harris III

Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.
Our goal is to include everyone! Thank you!
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Handiwork
Eden Lutheran Church Women

the ELCW:
a Community for All the Women of
Eden Lutheran Church

CHANGE OF DATES
Readin' Eden will meet on Liisa
Kane's patio, 217 E. Shady Grove Dr.
on SATURDAY, April 24 at 10:00
a.m. Bonnie Thomason will be the
hostess.
Bonnie has chosen April's book: "St.
Francis Society For Wayward Pets" by
Annie England Noble.

ELCW
2021 Events
·

The Women of the ELCA
Triennial Gathering will be
held virtually in August. The
Phoenix gathering has been
postponed to September
2023. You can learn more
at https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/
new-triennial-event-page

St. Francis Society For Wayward Pets
by Annie England Noble

Dogs, yarn, family secrets, a touch of romance, and a
sisterhood of strong and caring women.

- "St. Francis Society for Wayward Pets" is as easy to
love as a newborn puppy and just as irresistible," says
author Marie Bostwick.

Hope to see you then. Masks are still required.
- Carol McAnern 951-686-6443

All women are warmly welcome to attend one or both
Circles for fellowship, study, and prayer.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
·

Preparing for the Congregational meeting in May

·

Subcommittee continuing to work on our long-term
plans and will share updates with the Council monthly
and likely with the congregation at our next congregational meeting.

·

There are four council members up for re-election. Nicolette Rohr will reach out to them regarding their willingness to stand for re-election and solicit nominations
for the May Election Meeting.

CURRENT COUNCIL:
Derek Adkins
Harvey Clark
Jay Fiene
Debbie Fine
Lyle Hodgerson

The Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA)
have shared this prayer. Of course it can be practiced any time, but there
is an invitation to join in praying these words every Tuesday at noon.
A call to prayer in the time of a pandemic
For those who are ill
For those with little access to healthcare
For healthcare workers

Trina Luce
Nicolette Rohr
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira

For those who feel isolated
For those who are in unsafe places

Marge Steinbrinck

For those who are anxious or worried
For leaders facing difficult decisions
For those who continue to work in challenging settings

Luke Williams
Chuck Wilson

For those driven by greed or careless disregard
Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39).
How are you loving yourself today? How are you loving your neighbor today?
For we will rejoice always, pray without ceasing and give thanks in all circumstances.
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

Pastor Linda Brown
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CONNECTED, GENEROUS,
FREE to SERVE
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Dear church,
We have been living with this pandemic for nearly a year. So much has changed. Bubbles, personal
protective equipment, social distancing and one-way grocery aisles are part of our lexicon and everyday experience. Who knew, a year ago, that face masks would be advertised as ideal stocking
stuffers? Our homes have become offices, schools and gyms. Our commutes have been cut down
from hours of traffic to walking over to the dining room table. I do not look forward to the weekly summary from my iPhone that tells me how many hours a day I am staring at a screen.
But the pandemic has also revealed the remarkable resilience and creativity of this
church. Within weeks of shelter-in-place restrictions, thousands of our congregations converted to
online worship, Bible studies and coffee hours. As the economy stuttered and people lost jobs, you
stepped up the work of your food pantries. When kids needed internet access to go to virtual school,
you became neighborhood hot spots.
We became more connected. And the gospel was heard by people who, in the “Before
Times,” would never have come to church. There is a story about the devil bragging to a pastor,
saying that the pandemic was the devil’s tool to close all the churches—to which the pastor replied,
“We have opened a church in every home.”
You have been generous. In March and April we began to hear concern from our bishops about
synod ministries. What would happen to camps and campus ministries? What would happen to congregations that were anchors in communities and were already stressed before the pandemic? We
offered Daily Bread grants—$500 from the churchwide organization/$500 from the local congregation. We hoped that 50 congregations might be able to raise the matching funds. So far 374 grants
have been awarded. Working with synod bishops we launched the COVID-19 Appeal, which is designed to support key ministries in synods. You stepped up and in eight months have given over
$1.7 million. These grants have been distributed to ministries in 62 of our 65 synods.
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Now it’s 2021. The pandemic is still with us. Yes, there are vaccines and distribution is being sorted
out. There is an end in sight. But now is not the time to let down our guard. We’ll keep washing
our hands, wearing masks and avoiding crowds. We will do this for ourselves and for each other.
We will respect the disease and give thanks to God for the gift of science. And we will continue to worship, pray and serve.
The pandemic has also taught us something about ourselves. Though we are physically distant,
we are connected. Paul put it this way in a letter to the Corinthians: “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of
Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:26-27).
It is our joyful duty to care for one another, particularly the most vulnerable. It is an act of
faithfulness when we limit ourselves so that the pandemic is brought to heel. It is an act of love
when we restrict our travel or wear a mask. As Martin Luther pointed out in The Freedom of a Christian, it is the freedom we have in Christ that makes us servants of all.
There is a model of such self-giving, self-limiting love. “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross” (Philippians 2:4-8).
I pray that we all live in such freedom.
Peace. Be well.
Liz
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address is: bishop@elca.org. For more on The Freedom of a Christian, visit elca500.org.
This column originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s January 2021 issue. Reprinted with permission.

Living Lutheran helps you stay connected with this church, providing news on social issues, congregational life, global and domestic mission, faith and family, spiritual practices and resources, and
more. From now until Jan. 31, you can get three years of Living Lutheran for only $36 with the code
CHURCHTOGETHER. Visit the web site or call 800-328-4648 to subscribe.
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B u l l e t i n

B o a r d

Ladies ! !

Please Remember
Our
“FOOD
INGATHERING”

Guess whose face is missing
from this picture?

Eden’s Homeless Lunch
Program can make use of any
fruit you may have, as well as
any other food goody that you
would like to donate.
Call:
Schera Harner
653.0317

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !
We meet every Monday at 12:00 at various
restaurants around town. Check Sunday’s
bulletin to see the restaurant where we
will be meeting the next day.

Messenger Deadline

!!!

Lock your car in the Parking Lot
Please bring canned or nonperishable food for distribution to
those less fortunate.

Park near a light at night

PRAYER CHAIN

Attention ! ! ! Quilt Lovers

If you have any prayer requests,
please call
Ann Marie Sansom at:
351.8139

Our quilting ladies can still use sheets for backing the
quilts, and any material you are not using for quilt top
squares. They can also use 2 and 3 ply yarn of any color.

Call Ann Marie if you would
like to volunteer for the
Prayer Chain.

PROPERTY
MINISTRY
Saturday
April 21, 2021
8:00am

Bring either of these items to the church any day:
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 12:00pm

The Property Ministry cordially invites you to join
them one Saturday a month to work on necessary
maintenance. Please come and assist in any
capacity you can!! Your help is needed and very much
appreciated.
Any questions, call: Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair

ë

Sack Lunch Fillers

Remember
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The deadline for any article/information
for the Messenger is the 10th of every month.
If this date falls on a weekend the deadline
will be the following Monday.
If
Monday is a holiday, it will be the
following Tuesday!
Submit to David Grefe via e-mail either
as an attachment done in Word, Word Perfect,
Publisher, OR as text in the main body
of the e-mail. For those without a computer,
submission can be made by giving copy to
Sarah in the Office or David.

E-Mail:

dgrefe@aol.com

“YOUR AD HERE”
Let me know if you have information you’d like
published every month in this space.
Note my contact info above
or call me at:
951-328-9267
David Grefe, Editor

The Messenger
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Get
Connected!

¨

The next synod assembly will be held online on Saturday, May 1, 2021. We will be
selecting voting members at our annual meeting. If you are interested in serving,
please let Pastor, Jay, Nicolette, or a member of council know. Voting members
will need to be familiar with computers or tablets (such as iPads) and able to learn
an additional voting program/app. Each voting member will need to have their
own device. Even if voting members live together, they cannot share one device. Each person needs their own device to vote. As this will be a one-day assembly on a Saturday, people whose schedules have prohibited them from attending
past assemblies are especially encouraged to consider serving as delegates.

April 2021
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Lutheran Social Services (LSS) is offering a no-cost comprehensive Estate Planning seminar to our network of donors
and partners. This five-session series begins December 16, 2020 and will continue once monthly through April 2021.
This is an opportunity for you to take a serious look at your financial portfolio, preparing for unexpected costly situations ahead,
providing for your loved ones who will survive you, and making
certain your legacy of giving is honored through gifts to the charities you have supported across the years.
Joshua Anderson, an Estate Planning Attorney and Partner with
McIntire Anderson, and Lisa Higginbotham, our local ELCA Regional Gift Planner will lead each
of these sessions.
Each gathering is from 1:00 –
2:00 p.m. PST. The dates of each
session are below:

April 14th - You're Set...What's Next?
For seminar details and registration, please visit:
lsssc.org/estate-planning.

The Messenger
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES
Showers of Hope: Trinity Lutheran Church is hosting a weekly ministry offering mobile showers to people who need them. Showers of
Hope provides the small team needed to operate and clean the shower
truck, but Trinity, LSS, and others distribute personal hygiene
items. They could especially use hand lotion, toothpaste, and deodorant. Please deliver donations to the church office (marked "Showers of
Hope") by April 9 or contact Nicolette Rohr to arrange pickup.
·

Hygiene Packs: Hygiene packs are available in the church office for Pastor to distribute to those who need them. Donations can be dropped off in the church office. You can also write a check to Eden and designate “Hygiene Packs” in the memo.
·

Lutheran Social Services Riverside: Donations of food and other items can be
dropped off at Eden or delivered directly to LSS Riverside, located at Trinity Lutheran. Donations of items with pull tabs are appreciated.
·

Hope Lutheran Food Pantry: Hope Lutheran Church runs a food pantry each
week. If you are interested in volunteering your time at the food pantry, please contact
Nicolette Rohr to be connected with the coordinators.
Citrus to spare? If you have any citrus leftover from this year's crop, the All Saints
Food Share could make use of it. Contact Nicolette Rohr to coordinate. nicolette.rohr@gmail.com
·

Buy Scrip!
Please help support Eden while you make regular purchases for groceries, gas, takeout, etc. by buying scrip. For physical card sales, please call the office or
email info@edenlutheran.net to place an order. For e-scrip, you can order online
at www.shopwithscrip.com.
Thrivent Action Grants
If you are a Thrivent member, you may be eligible for Thrivent Action Grants and/or
Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent Action Teams provide two $250 Visa gift cards to
members annually to be used on service projects such as donation drives, community
projects, fundraisers, and educational events. Please let Jay or Nicolette know if you
would like some help with ideas or the application process for action grants. We want
to make use of this opportunity in funding our service activities. Thrivent Choice Dollars allow you to designate Eden as the recipient for donations through Thrivent
Choice. Learn more at www.thrivent.com.
Council Nominations
Council elections will be held in May. If you are interested in serving on council or
would like to nominate someone, please contact Nicolette Rohr,
nicolette.rohr@gmail.com

April 2021
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2020
2021
COUNCIL

NEW DEVOTIONALS
AVAILABLE

T

he April, May, June edition of Christ in Our Home is now
available in the church office and the narthex.

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool
to use in preparation for Sunday worship. The meditations for Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday, and Sunday each
week are based on the Old Testament,
Psalm, and New Testament readings,
respectively, t h at ar e pre se nt ed
d ur in g worship that Sunday at worship. The Sunday meditation is based
on the Gospel that is read that Sunday.

And the Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday meditations come from the
Daily Lectionary readings as a followup to the previous Sunday’s selections.
This devotional is a gift to each member, so please avail yourself of this
special opportunity.

President
Jay Fine
Vice President
Deb Fine
Secretary
Nicolette Rohr
Treasurer
Lyle Hodgerson
Members At Large:
Derek Adkins
Harvey Clark
Trina Luce
Denell Scarborough
Olliver Silveira
Marge Steinbrinck
Luke Williams
Chuck Wilson
Pastor Linda Brown

Please visit our websites for news and notes:
https://edenlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/Edenlutheranchurch/
EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR:

Rev. Linda Brown

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:

Darlene Keaneman

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION:

Pat Sinclair

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER:
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sarah Cooney

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM
VIA ZOOM ························································

··········································································
COFFEE HOUR ·····················································
··················································SUSPENDED

/ ORGANIST: David Christensen
EDITOR:

David Grefe

EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL:
Monday through Friday X

6:30am to 6:00pm X

18 Months through Pre-K

Address Service Requested

Eden Lutheran Church
& School

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

4725 Brockton Ave.
Riverside, CA 92506
OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am - 12:00pm
Monday - Friday
WE’RE ON THE WEB:
edenlutheran.org

Pacifica Synod

OFFICE PHONE:
(951) 684.3336
OFFICE FAX:
(951) 684.8208
E-MAIL:
info@edenlutheran.net
PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:
(951) 683-7001

Eden Lutheran Church

OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR APRIL 2021
DATE:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS:
READER:

April 4

April 11

April 18

April 25

HEAD USHER:
ALTAR GUILD:
GREETERS:
ALTAR FLOWERS:
COFFEE HOUR:
Please Note any vacant Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.
Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Sunday
28

Palm Sunday
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

29

30

31

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

11

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

18

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

25

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

2

3

Good Friday

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

7

9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE
11:30 AM Service & Fellowship

8

6:00 PM ELS School Board

14

15

21

22

28

29

Administrative Professionals Day
6:30 PM Council

6:30 PM Worship & Music

9

10

11:00 AM Men's Fellowship

MESSENGER DEADLINE

16

17

11:00 AM Men's Fellowship

8:00 AM Property

23

24

30

1

11:00 AM Men's Fellowship
2:00 PM ELCW: Readin' Eden

11:00 AM Men's Fellowship

EVENTS FOR APRIL 2021

5

9:30 AM Finance
10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Saturday

11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting
11:00 AM Men's Fellowship

10:00 AM ELS: Chapel
11:00 AM Women's Fellowship
Luncheon
7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study

Eatin' with Eden
10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

1
Maundy Thursday

Friday

MAY 2021

MARCH 2021
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

M

T

W
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F
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28
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5

6

25
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1
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8
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12
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2

3

4

5

6

7

8

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

16
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19

20

21

22

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information.

Eden Lutheran Church
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Easter Sunday

Thursday

