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Zoom Bible Study 
Monday Evening Bible Study 

Time: 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 Every week on Mon, Please join us as you can 

all are WELCOME 

Looking Ahead: 
December 21:    First Day of Winter 
 
December 24:   Christmas Eve 
 
December 25:   Christmas Day 
 
December 31:  New Year's Eve 

Signup for email/ 
Online worship updates! 

 
The Zoom link for worship is emailed out each Friday to 
everyone subscribed to the newsletter.  Sign-up now to 
receive Eden’s Lutheran’s announcements, news, 
and Zoom worship information: 
 
h t t ps ://eden lu t h er an .o r g/s ign u p - f o r -em a i l -u pda t es/ 
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1 Corinthians 15:57-58, ‘But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my dear brothers (and sisters), 
stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work 
of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.’ 

As we come into the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons of the year I thought 
that this passage from St. Paul’s letter to 
the people in Corinth was especially em-
powering in its message of thanksgiving to 
God, victory through Jesus Christ, being 
strong and standing firm, giving ourselves 
fully to God’s work, and remembering that 
our labor is not in vain. 
 
In this year of Covid, social change and 
unrest, as well as political upheaval I be-
lieve, now more than ever, it is good for us 
take to heart a passage such as this.  A pas-
sage that builds up our confidence and our 
faith that God is the One who stands with 
us during such times.  A passage that re-
minds us that whatever we do, whenever 
or wherever we do it, seen or unseen, that 
our labor is not in vain.  
 
These are strange and unusual times that 
we are living in to say the least as I doubt 
we will be back physically worshipping 
together before the end of 2020.  Some-
thing that I never would have dreamt 
would be true at the beginning of this year, 
and yet; we have so much to be thankful 
for.   
 
During this past 9 months of Covid, even 
though for the most part we have not seen 
each other, many good things have been 
happening at church.  Our preschool has 
been open continually despite many obsta-
cles to the contrary, we have worked to-
gether and designed as well as presented a 
new website for our church—
edenlutheran.org, we have upgraded our 
technology in both the sanctuary and the 
fellowship hall, our office continues to be 
open daily whereby we are still able to 
provide food cards and hygiene packs to 
those in need, communion is offered to 
those who come in to receive it, our 
monthly Messenger is once again up and 

going, we have a thriving and expanding 
weekly Monday evening bible study, our 
Facebook page—Eden Lutheran Church 
and School—is active with many views 
each week, and we have a zoom worship 
at 10am on Sunday mornings which is 
well attended and includes beautiful organ 
music provided by our gifted organist Da-
vid Christensen, as well as so much more.   

 
My dear brothers 
and sisters, even in 
the face of what 
the world has 
placed before us 
this year, I believe 
that we are living 
examples of St. 

Paul’s words.  We are offering thanks to 
God for blessings given, we are victorious, 
we are standing firm and not letting the 
events of the day deter us, we are giving 
ourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
and we know that our labor is not in vain 
because we are confident that one day we 
will be physically together again.    
 
My prayer for all of you is that during 
these trying times you have been able to 
stand firm.  Your faith has held strong and 
that you have felt God’s grace, mercy and 
guidance fill your lives.   
 
In this time of thanksgiving I want to say 
that I give thanks for each and every one 
of you—all that you are and all that you 
do for the wellbeing of our church.   
 
Peace and Thanksgiving blessings to you 
all, 
 

Pastor Linda 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Thank you for your continued involvement with Eden Lu-
theran Church and Preschool. Wow this so isn’t like any 
other Advent or CHRISTmas season I have experienced 
and only makes me more impressed by those who endured 
the dust bowl days, 1918 flu, The Great Depression, WWI, 
WWII, and any of the other such issues. I still can’t get the 

sight of empty shelves or meat counters quite out of my memory but, oh how it 
humbled me to think of those for whom this is a reality all too often in other parts 
of the world. I do pray that all of you and those about whom you care are well or 
have recovered from COVID or any other illness, injury or health challenge.   
 
Please continue to think about what is right with your life, and give Thanks. Please 
consider how to support those who have less and how to continue to support the 
work of the church with your time, talents and treasures. I en-
courage all of us who have enough, to share with those who 
need, whether through direct gifts or donations or buying from 
places like Good Gifts that help people help themselves. If you 
like animals more than people that is a place with those who 
need as well. Or perhaps, you might think about the church – 
here at Eden or the larger synod or ELCA.   
 
We are working on a plan to begin using our sanctuary and our new technology to 
provide video services in addition to what we do on Sunday mornings via Zoom.  
If you have not yet been able to join us on Zoom – know that we miss you and see-
ing you and interacting with you including virtual hugs. Let’s invite folks to join us 
on Zoom or Facebook.  
 
 
In His Service and yours,  
Jay 

 

 
President’s 
Message 
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Please notify the office if your birthday or wedding anniversary is incorrectly listed, or missing.   
Our goal is to include everyone!  Thank you! 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Noah Baranowski 

5 Katie Williams 

6 David Anderson 

9 Grant Norte 

 Lauren Norte 

11 Claude Hurd 

16 Arlea Anderson 

17 Joanna Bengtson 

18 Dana Darwin 

 Gene Maas 

 Justine Seidel 

19 Lyle Hodgerson 

22 Cory Seidel 

 Trystan Thibodeaux 

25 Michelle Bengtson 

26 Ryan Williams 

28 Christina Boomsma 

30 Jennifer Seidel 

 Pr. Linda Brown 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

15 Robert ♥ Sandra Schrader 

21 Antonio Bellido ♥ Sandra Abreu 

29 Ed ♥ Teri Vaske 

OUR EDEN FAMILY 

Steve & Arlea Anderson’s New Address: 
 

1501 7th Street 
Moundsville, West Virginia 26401 
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ELCW 2020 Events   
· Eden Lutheran Church Women 

had a full year of fun events and 
fundraisers planned, but like 
most plans for 2020, they will 
have to wait.  We hope to col-
laborate with Trinity for a 
Spring Tea, as we had planned 
to do in May, some time in the 
future, and fingers crossed we 
can take the fall field trip we 
had planned to the Danish Lu-
theran Church and Cultural 
Center in Yorba Linda next 
year. 

· The Pacifica Women of the 
ELCA Convention and Gather-
ing will be held as a Zoom 
event on December 7 beginning 
at 1 pm.  The Zoom link will be 
sent via email, so if you are in-
terested in attending, be sure 
you are signed up to receive 
emails from Pacifica 
WELCA.  You can sign up 
at pacificawomen.com. 

· The Women of the ELCA Tri-
ennial Gathering scheduled for 
summer 2020 has been post-
poned to 2021.  If you are inter-
ested in attending, save the date 
for Aug. 5-8 in Phoenix.  You 
can learn more at https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/new-
triennial-event-page 

The Mockingbird's Song 
by Wanda E. Brunstetter   

here is the hope in grief for a young Amish widow?    Sylvia has 
been nearly paralyzed with grief and anxiety since the tragic deaths 

of her husband, father and brother in a traffic accident.  She tries to help in 
the family's struggling greenhouse while caring for her two young children, 
but she prefers to not deal with customers. 

        Her mother's own grief causes her to hover over her children and 
grandchildren and Sylvia seeks a diversion.  She takes up birdwatching and 
soon meets an Amish man who teaches her about local birds. 

        Dennis Weaver is new to Lancaster County and quickly becomes 
interested in the young widow and her children.  But Sylvia's mother 
doesn't trust Dennis and as the relationship sours, mysterious attacks tar-
get the greenhouse. 

 
If you like to read, come join us.  For more info call Carol 
McAnern 951-686-6443.  

the ELCW: 
a Community for All the Women of 

Eden Lutheran Church Eden Lutheran Church Women 
Handiwork  

 
 
Readin' Eden will meet on Sat. Nov.28 at 
10:00 a.m. at the home of Carol McAnern 
6049 Keswick Ave.  Liisa Kane will be 
the hostess.  Liisa has chosen: 
 
      The Mockingbird's Song  
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CURRENT COUNCIL: 

Derek Adkins  

Harvey Clark  

Jay Fiene  

Debbie Fine  

Lyle Hodgerson  

Trina Luce  

Nicolette Rohr  

Denell Scarborough  

Olliver Silveira  

Marge Steinbrinck  

Luke Williams  

Chuck Wilson  

Pastor Linda Brown 

·      The new fence for the quad area should be installed by the 
end of November.  Tree removal should limit access to the 
roof.  Jay and Ron are compiling a report to share with our city 
councilperson regarding the continuing damage and concerns 
about the campus. 
 
·      The outdoor worship service planned for Nov. 22 was can-
celled due to rising COVID case counts in our area.  Now that 
the technology updates have been completed, Worship and Mu-
sic will meet to discuss other possibilities including recording 
worship from the sanctuary. 
 
·      Council approved the 2021 budget proposed by the budget 
committee.  The proposed budget will be presented at the con-
gregational meeting Nov. 15 (Budget Passed).  Given the pro-
jected budget shortfall and other concerns, a task force for fiscal 
planning will be formed: 

Note: Volunteers for the Fiscal Planning Task Force will   
be brainstorming ideas to balance income and expendi-
tures for outlying budget years and pass recommenda-
tions to council and congregation.   Contact a Council 
member if you’re interested in participating in the task 
force. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Training on the new technology in the sanctuary 
is to begin sometime after the 1st of the year 
where we might try to begin capturing a video of 
pastor and David with or without an assisting 
minister or reader and then uploading those in 
place of Pastor’s Facebook service. Worship 
and Music committee will meet and finalize 
plans.  Jay is planning to learn it and then bring 

in another person to apprentice and so on until we get through 
everyone interested in learning the new technology. We would 
then set up a schedule rotation for folks responsible for setting 
up and recording.   If you are interested and you haven’t heard 
from Jay yet, let the church office know. 
 
 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
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A colleague of mine once pointed out that Martin Luther wrote far more about freedom than he did 

about reform or reformation. Liberation in Christ through faith was the freedom that transformed Lu-

ther. This freedom is what he wrote about most frequently and most passionately. In The Freedom of 

a Christian, Luther makes the case that liberation in Christ is both a freedom from and a free-

dom for. 

Freedom from is liberation from all spiritual bondage. We are set free from being trapped in our-

selves, consumed by ourselves, from the belief and terror that we can and must save ourselves. 

That our self is the center of the universe. Life in Christ is not an inward-dwelling experience. We are 

free to get over ourselves. 

Freedom from is liberation from the law’s accusation and judgment. We are liberated from terror and 

despair, which are soul crushing. We are liberated from the incessant and impossible task of meas-

uring up. 

Freedom from liberates us from estrangement from God and God’s creation. Caught in sin and 

standing before a God who demands righteousness when we believe that we are either responsible 

for or capable of affecting our own salvation, breeds resentment toward God and the objectification 

of others. 

Luther says it simply in his Small Catechism: Jesus Christ “is my Lord … he has redeemed me … 

purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil.” 

Freedom for means that in Christ we are set free to love and serve others. Freedom is a relation-

ship, not a new set of activities or the demand of a new law. Many activists and pietists move imme-

diately to a set of activities to define freedom, but Luther stayed with relationships. In Christ the faith-

ful are new creatures who are opened into newly reconciled and liberated relationships with God, 

with other creatures and even with oneself. 

Set Free 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 



December 2020   Page 7 

  

Luther put it this way: “Faith, however, is a divine work in us which changes us and makes us to be 

born anew of God. It kills the old Adam and makes us altogether different people, in heart and spirit 

and mind and powers; and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. O, it is a living, busy, active thing, this 

faith. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. … And this is the work which the 

Holy Spirit performs in faith. Because of it, without compulsion, a person is ready to do good to eve-

ryone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, out of love and praise to God who has shown them 

this grace” (Luther’s Works, 35:370-1). 

I believe that Luther turned the argument that freedom is the problem and that our free will is what 

got us expelled from the garden and into this world of hurt on its head. The argument goes that we 

have been given free will, we misuse or abuse that gift, and in this freedom we make poor choices. 

Our only hope is that we give up or renounce this freedom and submit ourselves to the rule of God. 

Only when we are captive to God’s will, will we find redemption. 

This argument assumes that we are free and that we can will ourselves into cooperating with 

God’s saving work. Once again it becomes about us and about what we must do in order to 

be saved. Luther makes the shift that we start out captive to sin and, through the death and resur-

rection of Jesus, we are set free. 

The problem isn’t too much freedom, it’s that we are not free. When we confess that “we are captive 

to sin and cannot free ourselves” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 95), it should be with a 

sense of relief! 

Reformation scholar Timothy Wengert posed the question, “What am I going to do now that I don’t 

have to do anything?” Serve God and neighbor in beautiful freedom. 

__ 

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Her email address is: bishop@elca.org. For more on The Freedom of a Christian, visit elca500.org. 

This column originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s October 2020 issue. Reprinted with permission. 
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Remember  
! ! ! 

� 
Lock your car in the Park-

ing Lot 
 

Park near a light at night   

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you have any prayer requests, 
please call  

Ann Marie Sansom at: 
351.8139 

Call Ann Marie if you  would   
like to volunteer for the  

Prayer Chain. 

Attention ! ! !  Quilt Lovers 
 

 

 

Please bring canned or non-
perishable food for distribution to 

those less fortunate. 

Please Remember  
Our  

“FOOD            
 INGATHERING” 

 
 

PROPERTY  
MINISTRY 
Saturday  

December 21, 2020 
8:00am 

The Property Ministry cordially invites you to join 
them one Saturday a month to work on necessary 
maintenance.  Please come and assist in any 
capacity you can!!  Your help is needed and very much 
appreciated. 
 

Any questions, call:  Erv Seidel or Ron Sinclair 

B u l l e t i n  B o a r d ë
 ë 

Ladies ! !  

Guess whose face is missing 
from this picture?   

Yours of course ~ if you haven’t joined the 
Ladies Lunch Group ! ! !   

We meet every Monday at 12:00 at various 
restaurants around town.  Check Sunday’s  
bulletin to see the restaurant where we 

will be meeting the next day. 

“YOUR AD HERE” 
Let me know if you have information you’d like     

published every December in this space. 
Note my contact info above 

or call me at: 
951-328-9267 
David Grefe, Editor 

Messenger Deadline 
The deadline for any article/information 
for the Messenger is the 10th of every month.  
If this date falls on a weekend the deadline 
will be the following Monday.  If 
Monday is a holiday, it will be the 
following Tuesday!   

Submit to David Grefe via e-mail either 
as an attachment done in Word, Word Perfect, 
Publisher, OR as text in the main body 
of the e-mail.  For those without a computer, 
submission can be made by giving copy to 
Sarah in the Office or David. 

E-Mail:  dgrefe@aol.com  

Sack Lunch Fillers 
Eden’s Homeless Lunch       

Program can make use of any  
fruit you December have, as 
well as any other food goody 

that you would like to donate. 
Call:   

Schera Harner 
653.0317 
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T he synod office sends out regular e-newsletters with information 

about events going on in the synod as well as resources and news 

from the ELCA.  To sign up, visit pacificasynod.org.  

Check out elca.org for churchwide news and to find more information about ECLA Advocacy, 

AMMPARO, and other ministries.  

Living Lutheran is the magazine of the ELCA.  Visit livinglutheran.org or feel free to check out 

the copies in the church office.  

Other Synod News: 

¨ The next synod assembly will be held online on Saturday, May 1, 2021.  We will be 

selecting voting members at our annual meeting.  If you are interested in serving, 

please let Pastor, Jay, Nicolette, or a member of council know.  Voting members 

will need to be familiar with computers or tablets (such as iPads) and able to learn 

an additional voting program/app.  Each voting member will need to have their 

own device.  Even if voting members live together, they cannot share one de-

vice. Each person needs their own device to vote.  As this will be a one-day assem-

bly on a Saturday, people whose schedules have prohibited them from attending 

past assemblies are especially encouraged to consider serving as delegates. 

¨ Anti-Racism Reading Group:  As you read in last month’s Messenger, Presiding 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pacifica Synod Bishop Andy Taylor, and the Pacifica Syn-

od Council are calling on all members of the ELCA to commit to learning about an-

ti-racism, engaging in dialogue, and taking actions as individuals and congrega-

tions.  You can read more and take the pledge here: https://www.elca.org/

racialjusticepledge.  Look out for more information on a reading group 

for Dialogues on Race, published by Augsburg, in 2021. 

Get Connected! 
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Hygiene Packs: Pastor Linda secured a Thrivent Action Grant to use for 

hygiene packs.  The need for donations for hygiene packs is ongo-

ing.  Donations can be dropped off at Eden.  You can also write a check to 

Eden and designate “Hygiene Packs” in the memo. 

Lutheran Social Services Riverside: The LSS office was closed for two weeks due to COVID 

exposure.  Donations of food and other items can be dropped off at Eden or delivered directly to 

LSS Riverside, located at Trinity Lutheran. 

Lutheran Retreats, Camps, and Conferences: Council voted to donate $400 to Luther Glen 

towards the cost of a new generator, a need that has become clear with the recent evacuations 

caused by wildfires. 

 

Thrivent Action Grants: If you are a Thrivent member, please let us know if you would like 

some help with ideas or the application process for action grants. 

 

Buy Scrip: Scrip income continues to help fund the hygiene packs and food cards we distribute.  

You can purchase Scrip online at www.shopwithscrip.com or place an order through the office. 

 

Serving Christ and Community: Thank you for all of the things you are all doing in supporting 

programs at Trinity, All Saints, and in the community.  If you have ideas to share for ways we can 

serve our neighbors and community, please share them with the Outreach and Evangelism Ministry 

Team by emailing Nicolette Rohr at nicolette.rohr@charter.net.   

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS – OUTREACH UPDATES  
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EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: 
Monday through Friday X 6:30am to 6:00pm X  18 Months through Pre-K 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ··· 10:00AM 
 VIA ZOOM ························································  

  ··········································································  

COFFEE HOUR ·····················································  
  ·················································· SUSPENDED 

 

EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
PASTOR: Rev. Linda Brown 

DIRECTOR EDEN LUTHERAN SCHOOL: Darlene Keaneman 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGREGATION: Pat Sinclair 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY /BOOKKEEPER: Sarah Cooney 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST:  David Christensen 

EDITOR: David Grefe 

2020      2021 
COUNCIL  

President 

Jay Fine 

Vice President  

Deb Fine 

Secretary  

Nicolette Rohr 

Treasurer  

Lyle Hodgerson 

Members At Large: 

Derek Adkins  

Harvey Clark  

Trina Luce  

Denell Scarborough  

Olliver Silveira  

Marge Steinbrinck  

Luke Williams  

Chuck Wilson  

Pastor Linda Brown 

Please visit our website for news and notes: 
 
                   https://edenlutheran.org 
 

Christ in our Home is a wonderful tool to 
use in preparation for Sunday worship.  
The meditations for Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, and Sunday each week are based 
on the Old Testament, Psalm, and New 
Testament readings,  respectively,  
that  a re presented during worship 
that Sunday at worship.  The Sunday med-
itation is based on the Gospel that is read 
that Sunday.  And the Monday, Tuesday, 

and Wednesday meditations come from 
the  Daily Lectionary readings as a follow-
up to the previous Sunday’s selections.  
 
This devotional is a gift to each member, 
so please avail yourself of this special 
opportunity.                                             

T he October, December, December edition of Christ in Our 
Home is now available in the church office and the narthex.   

NEW DEVOTIONALS 
AVAILABLE 



Address Service Requested 

4725 Brockton Ave. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

OFFICE HOURS:   
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Monday - Friday 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 
edenlutheran.org 

OFFICE PHONE:   
(951) 684.3336 

OFFICE FAX:   
(951) 684.8208 

E-MAIL:   
info@edenlutheran.net  

PRE-SCHOOL PHONE:   
(951) 683-7001 

Eden Lutheran Church 
& School 

Pacifica Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

God’s work. Our hands. 



DATE: December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27 
ASSISTING MINISTER:     

COMMUNION  
ASSISTANTS:     

READER:     

HEAD USHER:     

ALTAR GUILD:     

GREETERS:     

ALTAR FLOWERS:     

COFFEE HOUR:     

 
Please Note any vacant  Sundays for Flowers, Greeters & Coffee Hour and consider signing up.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the Nar-

thex.  The sign-up sheets for Greeters & Coffee Hour are on the refreshment table in the Fellowship Hall.   
Many hands make light work.  Thank you. 

Eden Lutheran Church 
OUR SERVANTS IN WORSHIP FOR DECEMBER 2020 
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Always check the Calendar in each Sunday’s Bulletin to get the most Current Information. 

NOVEMBER 2020 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

Advent 10:00 AM ELS: Chapel   Giving 9:00 AM MINISTRY MINUTES DUE  9:00 AM Quilting Club  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship Breakfast    

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  12:00 PM Women's Fellowship Luncheon   Tuesday 11:30 AM Service & Fellowship  9:30 AM Staff Meeting  11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting    

  7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study            

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  10:00 AM ELS: Chapel      MESSENGER DEADLINE  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship Breakfast    

11:00 AM Carol Fest & Potluck  12:00 PM Women's Fellowship Luncheon      9:00 AM Quilting Club      

  7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study      9:30 AM Staff Meeting      

        6:00 PM ELS School Board      

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  9:30 AM Finance    6:30 PM Council  9:00 AM Quilting Club  8:00 AM Men's Fellowship Breakfast  8:00 AM Property  

11:00 AM ELCW: Mrs. Claus Kitchen  10:00 AM ELS: Chapel      9:30 AM Staff Meeting      
 12:00 PM Women's Fellowship Luncheon            
  7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study            

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  10:00 AM ELS: Chapel    6:30 PM Worship & Music  7:00 PM CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  Christmas Day 10:00 AM ELCW: Readin' Eden  

  12:00 PM Women's Fellowship Luncheon       Church Office & ELS Closed    
  7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study           
             

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

10:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  10:00 AM ELS: Chapel      9:00 AM Quilting Club  Church Office & ELS: Closed    

  12:00 PM Women's Fellowship Luncheon      9:30 AM Staff Meeting  New Year's Day   

  7:00 PM Zoom Bible Study        8:00 AM Men's Fellowship Breakfast    

          11:00 AM ELCW: Board Meeting    

JANUARY 2021 

S M T W T F S 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 1 2 3 4 5 6 


